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These Considerations 


OMETS PRESAGE the fall of rulers, we’re told. They come, seem- 
ingly from nowhere, to remind us of our true worth, tripping up those 
an may have risen too far too fast. Inappropriate shooting stars are 
felled, their hubris bringing them down to earth. The Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicles tell us that in 678 “there appeared the star called a comet, in 
August; and it shone for three months each morning like a beam of the sun, 
(and) Bishop Wilfrid was driven from his bishopric by king Ecgferth.” Again, 
“in 729: two comets appeared, and the same year Osric passed away, who was 
king for eleven years; also the holy Ecbrycht on Iona.” Then, in 995 “the comet 
appeared, that is, the long-haired star, (and) Archbishop Sigeric passed away.” 
More recently, the bright comet 1963-V was in the sky just before the assassi- 
nation of President Kennedy. 

George Noonan, writing in Considerations II 3, suggested that “...a comet is 
a valid astrological entity if, and only if, it can be seen with the naked eye. The 
brighter it is the more important.” Hale-Bopp was certainly very visible in 
March. The day of its perihelion, April Ist, coincided with a massive Nor’- 
Easter in New England, with unseasonably heavy snow and the collapse of 
many trees. Two weeks earlier, around 1:20 am. EDT on March 14th, 
27N03°33” 80W08’12”, President Clinton stumbled and tore a tendon from his 
kneecap, at which time the comet at 6°T, opposite his natal 6° Ascendant, 
was with transiting » at the IC of the event chart. Others may be expected to 
similarly stumble in upcoming months—Zaire’s Mobuto, Britain’s John Major, 
Israel’s Netanyahu are obvious targets, while over-blown entities like the Marl- 
boro Man and the Dow Jones may also fall. 

As the comet’s ephemeris on the inside of this issue’s back-cover shows, 
Hale-Bopp is only within the standard limits of the ecliptic from May to 
August, so Clinton’s fall may not have been comet-contrived. Indeed, the clos- 
est aspects then involved another odd-ball body, the Dark Moon, §, exactly 
aspecting the Vertex-4 opposition. The € is the subject of three in-depth arti- 
cles in this issue of Considerations. Although we’re extremely cautious about 
including other than the basic O-P bodies in charts, we believe there’s strong 


evidence for the € to be included in any and all horoscopic work. 

The remainder of this issue consists of an excellent article by Prier Wintle 
in which he relates the Chakras to the individual planets, doing so in a way that 
not only explains the meaning and effect of these occult/eastern phenomena but 
also provides clear explanations of the basic planets of astrology. This, we sug- 
gest, is true experiential astrology, to differentiate it from what often inade- 
quately goes under that term. You’ll see why. Other excellent offerings here 
by Angela Arnold, who looks at = and 4 in ways standard ©-sign books often 
neglect, and Karen Christino, with a fascinating report on Incan mysteries. 
News too of a new rectification program which appears most promising. 

We’re extending till June 30th Cheng-yi Huang’s challenge on page 88 of 
the last issue, do try your hand at it. 

Enjoy! 


The Good, the Bad and... 
Whose Fault is it Anyway? 


ANGELA ARNOLD 


RIGGER-HAPPY & 

bothering you? *% 

putting the doomsday 

frighteners on you? 

Desperately needing a 
dose of 4? Relax. Consider for a 
moment the implications of what 
traditional astrology tells us about 
good and bad planets. 

Planets, we’re told, rule Signs 
and thereby make them what they 
are, give them their attributes. It 
would follow that any Sign ruled 
by a ‘malefic’ should have nothing 
but negative qualities—wherefrom 
would it derive any good ones? T, 
then, is a thoroughly bad Sign, if 
not as irretrievably awful as 6 
(and *) for which not a single 
constructive word can be found. 
Right? 

I may be imagining this, but I 
think the world is getting a subtler 
place. At least the possibility for 
subtle evaluation, response, inter- 
action is given, where once maybe 
choices were of necessity cruder, 
more exclusively 
tied to the physi- 
cal side of life. 
Planets are 
physical: Sign 
qualities on the 
other hand are 
not. We are get- 
ting rather bet- 
ter—with in- 


aS 


creasing emphasis on a more psy- 
chological reading of charts—at 
seeing both the good and the bad 
potential in each Sign; at taking the 
more ‘modern’ attitude of respon- 
sibly managing our personality 
resources: life is what you make of 
it, proactively, and also by way of 
choosing your responses to what’s 
thrown at you. 

But when it comes to ‘real’, 
physical planets we still seem to be 
ready to revert to the older, more 
primitive view: something is hap- 
pening out there that effects me, 
the passive-victim. And by exten- 
sion: whether this is a good or bad 
event is not up to me but to those 
forces outside me. What I am 
saying is that, really, the status of 
‘malefic’ is something we impose, 
subjectively. It’s down to our re- 
sponse to a situation, it’s our par- 
ticular way of interacting with life 
around us that brings about the net 
result of a ‘good’ or ‘bad’ situa- 
tion, experience, overall outcome. 
I think it was Dane Rudhyar who 
said that we 
happen to the 
event as much as 
it happens to us. 

Don’t get me 
wrong. I’m not 
trying to deny the 
cutting-a-swathe 
drive heralded by 


dnd 
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&, for instance, or the drastic up- 
heavals associated with K and P. I 
should know—last year my solar 
return chart showed a singleton ) 
in & closely opposed by o’, K and 
¥, with B in and ruling the IInd, 


and PB‘s dispositor ~ ). (Crumbs, I 
thought, no point dwelling on the 
possible physical-health implica- 
tions of that! Anyway, it’s how 
best to live the particular mix of 
qualities 


1996 Solar Return 


presented by a chart that I look at. 
Makes more sense to me to have 
my attitudes halfway adjusted than 
my bags ready packed, as it were.) 
And so, out of the proverbial blue, 
they hauled me off one dark night 
in a haze of pain to deposit me on 
the operating table and had me cut 
open and half my female innards 
disposed of in no time at all. 

So ‘they’ did—but that, after 
all, was only half the story. The 
other half obviously lay with me, 
my reactions. Was it all too cate- 
gorically ‘bad’ to do anything 


positive with? In the weeks that 
followed I learnt, I grew, I even 
had fun. It was a challenge (o/T). 
It was certainly ‘different’ being 
shunted around various friends’ 
houses ()/=x, IIIrd) in the depend- 
ent state (¥/H) I found myself in. 
There were many experiences of 
deep sharing (P/M) and being-with 
(¥/H). Tt was another chapter in 
my emotional education (0/8, 
IXth). I'd do it all over again, to 
learn yet more. Victim of malefic 
influences? Never. 


Of course I realize there are ex- 
periences far more intransigent that 
life can throw at one: not much 
fun-while-you-learn in being 
robbed or raped at knife point, it 
has to be said. And yet there al- 
ways seem to be people who can 
turn even such ‘evil experiences’ 
into light of learning, who can give 
that active-acceptance that heals, 
an inspiration to us all. 

Labeling anything or anybody 
as good or bad only takes away our 
freedom to live out the underlying 
Life Principles (symbolized by the 
Signs with their attendant planetary 
agents—see my previous article’) 
in their negative or positive mode. 
We all recognize that people can 
evolve, grow from initially crass 
reactions through even more civi- 
lized and subtle responses to reach 
the sort of level of self-aware dis- 
cipline that enables them to make 
moral choices between doing their 
best and wrong-doing. 

But objective situations too can 
be ‘turned around,’ made to evolve 
in the right direction—simply be- 
cause no event can be regarded as 
a complete experience unless you 
add in the subjective element. We 
have the choice (in our present age 
and culture) of suffering some 
crassly awful event passively, fa- 
talistically receiving what’s coming 
to us—or we can ‘civilize’ the 
same event by actively living 
through it, working with it, making 
something of it. Instead of being 


' Reinterpreting the Zodiac’ in Vol- 


ume XI number 4, pp. 13-16. 
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simply a situation, hopeless and 
awful, it becomes my situation, an 
individualized challenge, something 
with a future, possibly exhilarat- 
ing. I say something with a future, 
because if we make the event our 
own, truly and responsibly own it, 
then we will carry it with us in a 
way that may allow us to turn it to 
some good use later, even much 
later. It isn’t just an ‘it-event’ out 
there and soon in the past, but a 
point on our whole, personal 
learning curve: maybe a blot on our 
inner landscape in terms of how we 
see ourselves coping, and which 
may consciously stay with us for a 
long time asking to be resolved. 

In short, I don’t see any 
‘malefics’ in the sky. The only 
possible persistent wrong-doers are 
those of us who have not yet learnt 
to assume this active and truly re- 
sponsible role in their own lives 
(and by extension others’). Telling 
people about evil planets up there 
that every now and again have a 
bash at them is hardly going to be 
helpful in that respect! 


UT VD LIKE to come 
back now to the intrinsic 
positive/negative potential 
of Signs. I think we still have a big 
problem there being even-handed. 
To give a couple of examples from 
my Psychological Zodiac’, I can’t 
say that I have found T to be es- 
sentially any more dangerous and 


2 Arnold, Angela. 4A Psychological 
Zodiac. Montrose, Scotland: The 
Waterweaver Press. 1995. 
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destructive than =. Let me ex- 
plain. The internal dynamics of = 
show a division between inner 
contemplation of the Creative 
Base—that perfect world that ex- 
ists only on an abstract plane—and 
the need to find oneself (literally, 
find bits to construct an identity of 
one’s own with) in the actual, im- 
perfect world out there. =’s job is 
to use the ‘inner vision’ to actively 
make the world a better place: 
more beautiful, more just, etc; and 
the reward is a world fit for = to 
live in, being and becoming in a 
manner reasonably acceptable to 
this idealistic visionary. 


false appearance of sweetness and 
light. 

Who would be churlish enough 
to accuse + of criminal neglect 
and complicity? Of being mon- 
strously selfish and greedy when 
‘innocently’ finding all the world 
lovely just as it is? + is a sign of 
selfishness? + responsible, at 
bottom, for a state of war, an out- 
break of violent unrest, the coming 
to power of a crude tyrant? We'd 
rather blame it all on T, that self- 
ish, aggressive Sign. 

T may be the prime doer, but 
is the ‘secondary doer’, as it 
were; the corrector, 


na 


All it needs is for te the re-doer, the 
= to find the courage - t ~ monitor who either 
and start doing the ofNS lets or checks. The 
job... and keep doing two have to work in 
it. How much ecasicr tandem. If = slips 


to sit around and 

dream of perfection, and how 
tempting simply to superimpose 
that inner vision onto reality; see- 
ing things into (and ignoring things 
out of) the picture, rather than 
looking at the world in a realistic 
and workmanlike light. In short, 
where goes wrong you have 
make-believe; you have work not 
done or foisted on others; you have 
spurious niceness, encouraged hy- 
pocrisy, and an artificial naiveté 
that would rather ignore the mis- 
placed, misused, mistaken than 
face these things and put them 
right. ‘Evil’, left to its own devices 
in all the dark (i.e., actively ig- 
nored) corners, positively thrives 
where = rules by maintaining this 


up and allows bad 
practice to establish itself, why is it 
that T gets all the bad press? De- 
claring T to be ‘ruled’ by a 
‘malefic’, even a minor one, isn’t 
going to help our understanding of 
these subtle interactions and inter- 
dependence among the Signs. 

Or let’s consider that other dar- 
ling of ours, x: guaranteed bringer 
of joy... if a bit raucous at times. 
No harm in that, surely? I have this 
to be a Sign that is basically en- 
tirely inward-turned (which is not 
at all the same as being gloomy and 
brooding, but rather in contact with 
the creative Base I mention in +: 
where all is perfect and good.) 
(i.e., the Sign, personified) is ca- 
pable of standing entirely apart 


from the world, needing nothing 
from it, having his own being and 
becoming in this other world, the 
Inner Plane as I call it. Hence his 
essentially sunny nature, his child- 
like trust and innocence, but also 
his ‘distance’ from mundane af- 
fairs, his capacity for philosophical 
overview and grasp of higher 
things. Being so self-sufficient, his 
participation in ‘real’ life, among 
flesh-and-blood mortals, is basi- 
cally a matter of generosity on his 
part: he needs nothing from others 
but has plenty to contribute, to 
teach. But, by and large, what he 
has to give isn’t material riches. 
For the boisterous chap with fat 
cigar and bulging money bags we 
must turn to the shadow side of », 
unfortunately. 

Being otherworldly is of course 
no fit preparation for life. % is 
clumsy, clueless and easily disap- 
pointed. Successfully adjusting to 
a world of limitations, snags and 
let-downs is only possible if he can 
hold fast to his ‘inner anchorage’, 
maintain his inner life as a sort of 
counterbalance: his inner freedom 
and contentment to see him through 
momentary difficulties and wants, 
his essentially philosophical stance 
and optimism to help him over 
times of loss and disappointment. 
It’s a balancing act, between inner- 
life and life-out-there. Nothing 
easier than to lose that balance. 

> in a negative mode has im- 
mersed himself too fully in life-out- 
there, abandoning all inner aware- 
ness in the process. Now he is 
helplessly dependent on the mate- 
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rial world for the kind of limitless 
and effortless happiness he used to 
find inside himself/on the Inner 
Plane. In consequence, he wants it 
all, he wants it now, he wants it 
given to him without lifting a fin- 
ger—and since true quality seems 
to be in such short supply, quantity 
will have to make up for it. He’s a 
hedonist, a vulgar glutton, an ex- 
ploitive leech full of bombast and 
pretense who reckons he’s innately 
superior to us (well, he’s lost it!) 
and that we owe him bags of admi- 
ration and a good living besides. 
There will always be those who 
believe him. And just to keep us 
sweet, he makes a point of throw- 
ing us his fat scraps. Nice guy? 

He sucks his environment dry, 
bulldozes flat what stands in his 
way and, having exhausted nearby 
resources, goes hunting for more 
further afield. Further and further: 
there’s no stopping him, his appe- 
tite for all and everything is well 
and truly over the top. One might 
find him amusing (at a distance!), 
absurdly greedy windbag that he is. 
Till one looks at the real damage he 
does: enslaving, exploiting, leaving 
the natural world for dead, dam- 
aged and barren—never mind the 
damage he does inside us: robbing 
us of hope, insight, inner growth, a 
deeper than surface joy; getting us 
adjusted to a glitter of meaningless 
pleasures that still are never 
enough, somehow. At bottom, he’s 
sad, in all respects—despite his 
endless new manias. 

So beware. You’ve been 
wamed: he's a right old baddie! 


Books Considered: 


The Secret of the Incas‘ 


KAREN CHRISTINO 


ILLIAM SULLIVAN takes the thesis of Hamlet's Mill? — 

that technical astronomical information is encrypted in 

myths—and applies it to Andean tales from South America. 

The result is a fascinating, if at times overcomplicated, piece 
of ethno-astronomy with intriguing astrological implications. Sullivan 
sets out to crack the cosmic Inca and pre-Incaic Andean codes, up to and 
including a 15th century prophecy which foretold the destruction of the 
empire. To do so, he uses three key concepts: animals in myths represent 
stars; topographic references, including the earth, have precise correlates 
on the celestial sphere; and gods are planets. 

The book is complex, the first half essentially Sullivan's doctoral dis- 
sertation, and without much of a background in South American history, I 
was a bit at sea. Yet eventually everything is explained in detail, with 
copious notes and many illustrations, including all of the astronomical 
concepts discussed. A defensive tone in the first part of the book results 
from the author's perception that his concepts have been at odds with 
those of other authorities in the field. The second half, written ten years 
later, is easier to read and understand. I also got the impression that Sul- 
livan had gone through a journey over the course of his years of work on 
this book; in the beginning it was almost a chore to read his words and by 
the end it was a pleasure. 

The first part of The Secret of the Incas is devoted to explaining a few 
myths written by the Huarochiri, a tribe living on the western mountain 
slopes of the Andes before and during the Inca Empire. These relate to 
specific astronomical events and thus to particular dates in time. Sullivan 
describes a myth in which a llama foretells an imminent flood. The shep- 
herd removes them to the highest mountain and thus avoids destruction. 
This is translated to the Gregorian date of June 19, 650 at heliacal rise. 

At first this seems preposterous, but Sullivan has gone into the subject 
in great depth, with extensive references to myth, archaeological and an- 


1 Review of The Secret of the Incas by William Sullivan. Crown Publishers, 
New York. 1996, $35 hardcover edition, 350 pages. 

2? Hamlet's Mill by Georgio de Santillana and Hertha von Dechend was pub- 
lished by Gambit in Boston in 1969 and has been reprinted in paperback. 


| 


Considerations XII:2 


thropological evidence, and the native languages of the area. The moun- 
tain peak represents the © at it highest northerly declination at the time of 
the June solstice. The llama is seen to represent not only the celestial 
llama, an important Andean dark cloud constellation in the Milky Way, 
but also a priest-astronomer. 

Sullivan is an expert in his field, and the wide variety of facts and 
authorities he calls upon to support his thesis is simply staggering. I did, 
however, feel he tried too hard to prove his point. No matter how many 
native lexicons he quoted, and without any previous prejudices about An- 
dean history, at times I remained unconvinced. But we're always given all 
the information we need to make up our own minds, and the author admits 
when mainstream authorities disagree. 

While Sullivan utilizes astronomical and archaeological evidence, he 
must also draw on historical chronicles written by the 
Spanish conquerors, one of which describes meanings 
of the planets which are very similar to our own. It's 
been acknowledged that these American natives were 
the creators of one of the world's great astrological 
traditions. Yet if a culture as removed from the west 
as the Americas actually had similar interpretations of 
planetary combinations, discovered by an author 
whose intent is primarily to do otherwise, that is in- 
deed significant. Sullivan may be beginning to vali- 
date the essential nature of astrology. 

And quite unintentionally, I think, he has actually started to reconstruct 
some of the Inca's astrology. The Milky Way was of prime importance, 
and they had a real zodiac ("ring of animals") like our own and the Chi- 
nese. An interesting similarity lies in three stars within our constellation 
of Tl described as a condor, vulture and falcon, where we would use an 
eagle. And many constellations were seen in the dark patches of the 
Milky Way, rather than in groupings of stars. Through historic docu- 
ments, reading of other authorities and field work with contemporary na- 
tives, Sullivan describes the fox, the llama, the partridge and the toad. He 
hasn't actually attempted to analyze these things in astrological terms; he 
takes an ethno-astronomical perspective. Yet as can be readily gleaned 
from the description of the book so far, ethno-astronomy cuts awfully 
close to astrology. Although Sullivan seems under the assumption that 
simultaneous celestial and terrestrial events were a basic part of Andean 
life, he virtually never refers to astrology! Yet this is important work, as 
we're dealing with the only full-blown astrology that I know of which de- 
veloped south of the equator. 

The most fascinating parts of this book for astrologers are the particu- 
lar dates which Sullivan generates. Hamlet's Mill has described how the 
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great conjunctions of 4 and * at the time of the vernal equinox can be 
used to time the beginning of new ages. The conjunction occurs approxi- 
mately every 20 years, with a return close to the starting point in about 
800. Sullivan relates the Andean creator god Wiraqocha to %, as he 
brought knowledge, measure and order to the people. Wiraqocha was 
known to carry a staff, as in our western equivalent, yet later on, the war 
god Pariacaca, related to o*, was also depicted as carrying a staff. I did 
feel more comfortable with o’, as the name Pariacaca is literally translated 
as "stone of red cinnabar." The mythological founder of the Incas, Manco 
Capac, is seen to be 4. When we translate the myth of Wiragocha hand- 
ing his staff over to Manco Capac, voila! We havea 4 o %. 


03°}{ 55° 


03° [Ty 55° 


Figure 1: The Mythical Flood 
4:29 AM LMT, June 19th, 650. Cuxco, Peru: 13832, 71W57 


June 19, 650, translated from the myths, has a 4 o %, and is said to 
herald a new Andean World Age, the Age of the Warriors, when the or- 
derly rule of Wiragocha/ was overthrown (the flood described in the 
myth is a metaphor for precession). At that time, the edge of the Milky 
Way no longer rose heliacally before the ©, therefore, the people were 
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symbolically cut off from access to their ancestors and their gods (the 
Milky Way is universally seen in myth as a river or road linking mankind 
to the land of the gods). 

Whatever reservations I may have had about Sullivan's methods for 
generating dates, all were dispelled by a look at the resulting western chart 
(see Figure 1). Here we have not only a O-4-» conjunction, but it's op- 
posed to ){ and the ) (a full-) chart, and close to the total lunar eclipse 
which would follow the next month.) The ©, 4 and > are all near maxi- 
mum northerly declination, and exactly parallel. Then XK is contra-parallel 
the lot, and all are within less than a degree of arc. The ) is out of bounds 
at 27° south declination. Certainly by any standards an unusual chart! 

Around 1432, the old shaman Wiraqocha Inca revealed that a people 
never before seen would come to the land and destroy the religion and 
empire within five generations. This was regarded as a tradition among 
the royal family and kept secret until the last Inca Emperor, Huayna Ca- 
pac, revealed it on his deathbed. Reports of the prophecy exist in several 
accounts, but historians have dismissed it as a justification in hindsight for 
the Incas' defeat by the Spanish. Sullivan has found another myth which 
describes this event, linking it to 
December solstice of 1432 as an 
approximate date. At that time, 
Wiragocha Inca would have been 
able to see that the Milky Way at 
heliacal rise was also no longer 
connected to the ecliptic, just as 
the bridge to the gods had al- 
ready disappeared at the June 
solstice sunrise in 650, The 
bridge connecting the people to 
their ancestors, the past, and 
their traditions would be com- 
pletely gone in 100 years; by that time no part of the Milky Way would be 
near the ecliptic at the time of December solstice. Although there is disa- 
greement as to whether these people were aware of precession, Sullivan 
points out that all that was needed was a stationery marker, close obser- 
vation, and faith in the word of the elders. 

While Wiraqocha Inca may have been a semi-mythical figure, linked 
by his name to the traditions of the past, his successor, Pachakuti Inca, is 
a true historical figure (his first name is literally translated as "Overturner 
of Space and Time" and is the word for the Andean change of world 
ages). Angered by the passivity of Wiraqocha, the warrior king Pachakuti 
seized power and declared the Empire of the Sun in 1444. This is an his- 
toric date which is pinpointed with information contained in a myth. And 


11 


Christino: The Secret of the Incas 


what does this date represent? None other than one turn of Kepler's ¥-% 
trigon, exactly 794 years after the June solstice 650 date! (The exact 
conjunction of 6/13/650 fell at 10° & and that of 7/23/1444 at 9° ©.) 
This time, the ©, 4 and are again conjunct and parallel, with X and §, 
rising first and last within the grouping, also parallel (see Figure 2). The 
) is again in opposition and roughly contra-parallel, and again, too, 
placed out of bounds in declination. As in the first chart, ¢ throws a trine 
and sextile to the ends of the opposition. While K is said to occasionally 
be a naked-eye planet, could these American natives actually have been 
aware of ¥? Or is this an instance of the Andeans understanding the sig- 
nificance of an historic date within the framework of their own intuition? 


Figure 2: Commencement of Fifth Sun 
5:34 AM LMT, June 29th, 1444. Cuxco, Peru: 13832, 71 W57 
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Note that the layout of the Inca Temple of the Sun, that of the imperial 
city of Cuzco itself, and the surrounding empire as well, were all reflec- 
tions of the divine celestial order. The Empire was divided into quarters 
along the cardinal directions. But four roads leading from the Temple into 
the heart of the provinces were also aligned with the solstice points on the 
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horizon. The city was a veritable planetarium. When we look at this 
chart and sce several planets clustered around 23° north declination, they 
are all very close to the rising O's most northerly position on the horizon. 
This would have been quite graphically expressed by their appearance in 
the sky, right above the solstice road. The planets would have popped up 
over the horizon, like so many ducks in a row. And the ) was just setting 
and unusually placed beyond the solstice road (out of bounds in declina- 
tion). I don't think we in our modern society can quite grasp just how 
grand a sight this dynamic grouping would have been to the Incas. 

The secret of the Incas, in Sul- 
livan's view, is that their empire 
was formed under Wiraqocha 
Inca's prophecy of doom. They 
therefore proceeded to wage a 
"war against Time" in the hope of 
maintaining their society. The 
great, newly-instituted December 
solstice ritual of sacrifice, includ- 
ing what has been estimated to be 
an annual minimum of 500 chil- 
dren, is seen as a plea to Wiraqo- 
cha to allow the Andean way of 
life to go on. They entered the 
realm of black magic, hoping 
against hope that they could 
change the events written in the 
sky. As we know, they could not. 

The last Huarochiri myth, translated into astronomical reality, is 
nothing short of remarkable. This myth recounts the historic death of 
Huayna Capac from smallpox several years before the arrival of the 
Spanish. In this delightfully charming tale, Wiraqocha comes bearing the 
gift of a beautiful lady for the last Inca king, who agrees to take her and 
leave the land forever, sending a messenger to pass along his reign to his 
two sons. 

The story is correlated with the dance between 4, 4, 2 and o over a 
period of ten days, beginning right after an annular solar eclipse (see Fig- 
ure 3). Once again, we have a rare combination of planets, with all four 
both conjunct and parallel; this time ¥ is also conjunct and parallel. )K 
once more figures strongly as it squares the © and nodal axis, and falls 
exactly parallel the ). Three bird shamans who visited the underworld as 
part of the myth are the three Andean birds located in our constellation of 
TN, in this chart near the IC, and thus literally under the earth (note that 


Christino: The Secret of the Incas 


this chart is illustrated in the tropical zodiac but subtraction of 18°06’ 
from each position, which changes it to the sidereal zodiac, will demon- 
strate the correlation). 

Yet the author now has a problem. He must finally admit that the 
myth describes an historic event which, according to the earliest report 
from Balboa, occurred over a year and a half later! At the very end of the 
book, it's finally time to talk frankly about astrology, yet even this discus- 
sion is prefaced by the statement that, "this story cannot be labeled astrol- 
ogy... because it is not a prediction of earthly events." If not, what else 
could it possibly be? 


Figure 3: Shaman delivers the Gift 
6:47 PM LMT, February 10th, 1524. Cuzco, Peru: 13832, 71W57 


ue Ge 8 


Sullivan has throughout described myths primarily as record-keepers, 
a way of transmitting information. They are also seen as synchronous 
events: "The archaic perspective on the natural world was that it was a 
carrier of patterns that operated simultaneously on different scales and 
that those patterns represented a manifestation of a higher order of intelli- 
gence at work." After some discussion of how Heisenberg's uncertainty 
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principle, quantum mechanics, Gaia theory, and Chaos theory all lead us 
toward a holistic view today, the author nevertheless does find the Inca 
prediction of events inescapable. 

It's commonplace to say that myths exist on several levels of meaning, 
but this Haurochiri tale makes it clear just how complex they really are. 
There is an overlap of history and myth, reality and story, mnemonic de- 
vice and meaning, astronomy and astrology. \ represents the king in the 
story, but it also literally is the king, just as at the same time » represents 
and is the traditions of the people and their ancestors. 

The last pages contain a wonderful discussion about our place in the 
universe and the dangers of scientific reductionism. The Secret of the In- 
cas has often been about the turning of world ages, yet humanity has al- 
ways survived. Sullivan briefly alludes to the September 8, 1940 discov- 
ery of the caves of Lascaux as a ray of light revealing part of a 17,000 
year-old past at one of the darkest hours of our century. As this is the 
only other date mentioned in the book... could it be? Of course. Another 
\ o , where the past meets the future. It's in 0, as it will be again in the 
year 2000. 

Perhaps the heralds of the Aquarian Age may end up being the scien- 
tists and academics—the ethnologists, anthropologists and postmodern 
scientific theorists who are beginning to recognize the inescapable inter- 
relatedness of all things. By all rights, it strikes me as contrary to the 
laws of logic—science should, after all, just lead to more physical analy- 
sis, an infinite regress. It appears that this is not the case. For all the 
utopianism that has been projected onto the Aquarian Age, I too am 
forced to admit that there is a ray of hope. Truth will always find a way 
of reasserting itself. 


Polaris for Windows 
Astrological Rectification Software 


Polaris for Windows is an as- 
trological rectification program by 
the talented Israeli astrologer Isaac 
Starkman. This advanced astro- 
logical software implements the 
core calculations of the Topocen- 
tric Primary Directions. For as- 
trologers not well prepared for the 
world of trigonometry and comput- 
ing, this program is indispensable. 


The basic tenet of the Topocen- 
tric system emphasized by Vendel 
Polich and Alexander Marr is that 
the birth time, accurate to seconds, 
is the single most important astro- 
logical factor. After all, it is what 
distinguishes babies born in the 
same hospital a few minutes apart. 
Unfortunately, the many steps nec- 
essary to fully employ the Topo- 
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centric system to obtain the true 
birth time are time-consuming, it is 
like searching for a needle in a 
haystack. For this reason, while 
many have applauded the exact 
results obtained by Alexander 
Marr and others, few have had the 
patience to replicate their efforts. 
They will now be able to do so. 

The Polaris program is de- 
signed to facilitate the search for 
the astrologically-correct birth time 
using the Topocentric system. The 
user inputs dates of important 
events in his or her life. Polaris 
then systematically scans all pos- 
sible primary directions associated 
with the input event-dates, at eight- 
second increments within the de- 
fined search period. All possible 
birth times during the search period 
are then ranked by score. When the 
search period is the full 24 hours, 
the true birth time is invariably 
ranked among the highest 15 
scores. From the few choices of 
possible birth times, the user can 
then select the correct birth time 
with additional verification through 
Lunar Returns and other cyclic 
charts. 

Polaris also calculates all Lu- 
nar and demi-lunar cyclic charts at 
the touch of a button: Lunar return, 
kinetic lunar, primary lunar, As- 
cendant-lunar, MC-lunar, etc. both 
direct and converse. 

A feature that particularly im- 
pressed me was the program’s 
ability to identify appropriate as- 
pects for a given type of event, 
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separating these from aspects that 
should not be associated with that 
particular type of event. 

Based on Starkman’s stated ex- 
perience of investigating over a 
hundred cases with the search in- 
terval spanning a period of two 
hours, the true birth time was then 
usually given the top or second 
ranking, there were only a few in- 
stances where it had the third of 
fourth ranking. I tested the pro- 
gram myself using events in my 
own life. Polaris provided a pos- 
sible birth time of 6:25:32 as the 
third ranking, which compares fa- 
vorably with the 6:25:29 time I had 
obtained for myself several years 
ago. That is quite amazing. 

The Polaris package also in- 
cludes many rectified radix and 
epoch examples to help those who 
wish to learn more about directions 
and the pre-natal epoch. This da- 
tabase contains over 2,000 events 
and 8,500 appropriate aspects. 

To my knowledge, this is the 
only computer program currently 
available that can perform reliable 
rectification using the Topocentric 
system. I was most impressed by 
its capability, ease of use, and the 
clear instructions that came with it. 

Polaris version 1.1 is available 
directly from Isaac Starkman at 
P.O. Box 39675, Tel Aviv 61396, 
Israel, E-mail: stark@netvision.net. 
The price of US $375.00 includes 
registered airmail. 

—Cheng-yi Huang 
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In discussing The Dunblane Massacre! :we wrote “Axel ‘Harvey ...noted 
that the mean Qat 18°-36,3is exactly square the:mean Dark Moon at 
18°36.3'”. This remark, together with thé availability now of positions 
of the mean Dark Moon in the Solar Fire software program in which it is 
called Lilith or.the Ble J0n, has prompted several requests for more 
information on the Dark Moon. Mare Bériault’s excellent introduction to 
the subject; previously published in Considerations IV:3, follows: 


¢ ‘The Dark Moon ¢ 


MARC BERIAULT 


/ ORBIDDING IS: FORBIDDEN! 

| “ May of 1968:this slogan appeared everywhere on the walls of 
) is. In the summer of the same year a similar event happened 
in Los Angeles—the great Watts riots. The same period can be 
taken as the start of the rebellion against the Vietnam was and of what 
might be termed ‘the “New:Age. Movement.” In the previous year the § 
had entered T and begun'a new: cycle: ‘In’ May; June and July 1968 it was 
& ¢in Nl, O ¥ in Q; and. trine the K'¢ Bin TM. The € is connected with 
rebellion against the power of the father and the assertion of one’s inde- 
pendence and individuality. With its feminine overtones, it opens the path 

to adulthood. It can also become negative’and dangerous: 


Empty Focus 


HAT IS IT, in fact? The € is an astrological factor of the 
- game order and types.as the )’s Nodes. As we shall see, they 
"are closely related.” The Nodes: are easily understood'as the 
intersection of the )’s orbit with the plane:of the Zodiac, or 
the Earth’s orbit around the ©. They are consequently the points by 
which the internal, subjective structure of the Earth-) system can reach 
the objective, self-fulfilling values:.of the ©. 
The §, on the other hand, is’a totally. internal factor within the Earth-) 
system. It is the empty focus: of the-ellipse traced by the ) in its path 
around the Earth. As we are taught in elementary astronomy, the path of 


" See “Data Etcetera” in Considerations X1:2, page 26. 
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a planet around the ©, or of a satellite around its planet, can be repre- 
sented ideally as a sort of symmetrical oval called an ellipse. Two points 
situated on the longer axis of an orbit, the foci, have an interesting prop- 
erty that if you travel in a straight line from one focus to any point along 
the orbit, then back to the other focus, you will have covered the same 
distance no matter what point on the orbit you chose to visit. In our solar 
system, the © (or to be more precise, the center of mass of the whole sys- 
tem) occupies one focus of each orbit, while the other foci are empty. 

In the case of the Earth-) system, the ) is really in orbit around the 
common center of the Earth and ), which skirts around the upper reaches 
of our atmosphere. This is the inner focus. The outer, or empty, focus 
lies about 50,000 km away, in the direction of the )’s apogee—the point 
on its orbit farthest away from us. An appendix to this article contains 
more mathematical information and, for those without access to Solar 
Fire or another source, tables for calculating the £’s longitude through the 
20th century. 

A few more facts about the €: 

e It becomes conjunct the {2 every six years (less 1 day, 2 hours 41.7 
minutes) 

e Each conjunction occurs 244° 0.8’ beyond the previous one 

e It is generally direct in motion but can be retrograde 

e It makes a full round of the zodiac in 8 years 309 days 13 hours 1.3 
minutes. 


Close to the turn of the century a French astrologer, Don Neroman, 
became heavily absorbed in esoteric astrology although he was a techni- 
cian by training and inclination (he was also an engineer). His achieve- 
ments are remarkable. In 1899, he wrote an article predicting that a ninth 
planet would be found in 1931 and would be called Pluto!? From his 
studies in alchemy and in the Bible, Neroman deduced that there should be 
an astrological factor with the following characteristics: 


1. Its average motion would be about 6’ per day 
2. It would be related to the Earth-Moon system 
3. It would not be a physical object. 


Neroman found two candidates for his new factor: the apogee of the 
)’s orbit and the outer focus. By some definitions of the )’s orbit these 
points are identical, but by others they diverge periodically and can be a 


? George Antares. Manuel pratique d’astrologie. Paris: Flandres-Artois, 1972, 
p.366. 
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few degrees apart; in any case they both have a common mean motion of 
about 6.7’ per day. It has taken nearly a century of research for us to be 
sure which to use: transits and progressed hits show that the outer focus 
gives by far the best results. The interpretation offered here is based on 
decades of European use and on a number of years of my own practice, 
involving more than 2,000 consultations. 

From the fact that one focus coincides with our planet, while the other 
is nothing but a mathematical point, we can deduce the latter’s basic sig- 
nificance. The lunar forces exerting themselves on our planet are mainly 
givers of life, rhythm and form. The other focus possesses the same en- 
ergy, but without form. For us it creates a pull towards formless, pure 
energy and towards the Life-Absolute. This energy is produced by two 
bodies, Earth and ), that are both passive and yin. It is a yang energy that 
comes from within the yin. The § is a call to the non-physical dimensions 
of life and consciousness, but life all the same. Sometimes, dangerous 
life. 


Relationship vs. Self 


the §. The latter is an internal factor of the Earth-) system; but the 
Nodes, particularly the North Node, Q, represent a common axis 
shared by this system and by the Earth-O system—hence they also repre- 
sent objectivity, relations with the outside world, and a path of self- 
realization in the world. This is why one is so often involved either with 


[: IS HELPFUL to consider the difference between the )’s Nodes and 


relationships or with personal growth during transits to the Nodes. The §, 
on the other hand, stands for “that which is involved”, or for what it is 
that must grow or be fulfilled. The § also represents a call towards the 
absolute of individual form, compelling us to manifest this in concrete 
ways. What happens to an individual who hears the call of the £ if he or 
she has not achieved true individuality? This is when things can get dan- 
gerous. In such situations we must remind ourselves that any astrological 
element is present in only one sector of a chart at any given time; we can 
then breathe out slowly as we understand that we have to do whatever has 
to be done in only one twelfth of our life. 


¢ 
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The Dark Moon in Practice 


The location of the £ in one’s chart represents: 


e the area in which it is essential to manifest one’s true individuality in 
a big way, regardless of circumstances (when one fails to do so, 
things related to that part of the horoscope acquire bad habits: they 
never seem to work, sometimes in ways that are totally illogical and 
impossible); 


© the domain where one must become as independent as possible and 
detach oneself from any motivation based on self-invalidation or on 
the need for security (failure to do so is accompanied by the same 
negative results as mentioned above); 


e the destruction of anyone or anything not in harmony with one’s pure 
individual form. 


When I mention individuality I do not mean that the § is against the 
” collective, but rather that She is for the individual. She is for the absolute 
form of whatever the chart is about and quire indifferent to anything else. 
Thus in collective charts—such as charts of cities or countries—She rep- 
resents the drive to incarnate the pure, archetype of whatever country, 
culture or subculture is involved. In an individual chart She represents the 
call to incarnate and make manifest something like the Absolute Individual 
Archetype: the precise position tells us in what area of one’s life the call 
may be most urgently felt and most efficiently answered. 

Two important keywords for interpreting the § are cut off and pene- 
trate. More of a sculptor than a painter, She does not operate by giving 
you your true form, but by cutting off what is not your form. She also 
penetrates through anything not true to form and so makes you aware: She 
has the quality of enforced lucidity. On the negative side, She points to 
where you have your own castrating power, both against yourself and 
against others. 

She also represents the feminine power that has until recently been re- 
pressed in our society. In a male’s chart, She often represents the dream 
woman, the one secretly yearned for but somewhat feared because such a 
woman would accept nothing less than his pure individuality in thought 
and deed. That is a tall order. An unready male will be destroyed if he 
encounters such a woman. The same idea holds true for a woman’s chart, 
except that the dreamed-of woman is herself, who she would be if she 
dared. 
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The € requires a lot of strength—not the more or less fake strength we 
all have but the real thing. She does not tolerate false images and pre- 
tense. Where the § is, there you cannot pretend or else, against all odds 
and logic, your pretensions will turn against you. Thus, in order to deal 
with Her, one must understand false needs, needs which force us into roles 
not in accordance with our personal archetypes; when She comes into 
contact with false needs the results are always destructive. 


Both the Dark Moon and the Moon in the Vilith House 


of +, while the ) and the § are in applying opposition, both being 


C ONSIDER A WOMAN who has ¥ closely ¢ 9 in the third decan 
in the first degree of Tl. 


Figure 1: September Ist, 1954 
Place and hour confidential 


16° 726" 
a Poe 


oer Mans 


the true £ 
at 0° 43’ Tl is 
¢ Dat 0° 127M 


The pattern lies entirely inside the VIIIth house, along with % in the 
sixth degree of Tl. As could be expected she is psychic, maintains a very 
attractive social front, falls too often into a victim pattern, and uses vari- 
ous devices to escape from anything in her life that seems rough. But 
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since the § is where it is, she cannot help but be lucid all the time: whether 
in her dreams or in her daytime escapes, she always knows what she is 
doing. If you are putting up a front for her, she will know it within thirty 
seconds. 

Until recently her life has been hellish. Who is normally strong enough 
to face life without ever pretending, or without being able to play along 
with other people’s games? When her husband was pleasant to her be- 
cause he thought he should be rather than because he felt like it, that is 
what she perceived. She came to believe that nothing could be nice and 
real; but she was never able to pretend, no matter how hard she tried, un- 
less she was dealing with perfect strangers at work. 

After several years of an unsatisfactory marriage, the woman in ques- 
tion suddenly decided to take her fate into her own hands. She began legal 
proceedings for divorce in 1987 when \ went retrograde at 29°44’ T, a 
hair’s breadth from opposing the ). As the Autumn advanced so did she, 
and her new life is now under way. Many factors are involved, but a 
great deal of what happened has to do with the multiple midpoint of the ¥- 
Q-)-§ pattern in the VIIIth house, )/¥ is at 27° 11’ =, 9/€ is at 27° 54’ 
=, and the )/2 and ¥/£ midpoints are between these two. It is therefore 
not surprising that the solar eclipse of September 23rd 1987, with 4 at 
27° 51’ T, should see her in the midst of the greatest change in her life so 
far. 


Lessons from the Dark Moon 


e Lesson One: In Her area of the horoscope you may not be anything 
other than your highest self, as anything else will be destroyed. 


e Lesson Two: If you at least try hard to express your highest self in 
the area She occupies, then She is certain to help you. 


e Lesson Three: In Her area you have power—a power that is irra- 
tional and intuitive. If you leave fear behind you and do whatever you 
know you must do in this area, your efforts will bear fruit. This will 
be the case, sometimes, in ways you will not be able to explain to 
yourself. In its positive mode, this power is penetrating; in its nega- 
tive mode it is castrating—both for yourself and for others. 


The same power allows people to see behind words, or behind the ob- 


vious forms of matter. Thus among my clients there is a psychiatrist with 
£ oP, anda physicist with § ¢ ) in H. 
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No introduction to the $ would be complete without at least a word on 
sex. Her position and aspects always reveal what kind of sex life we need 
to fulfill ourselves, for She is the channel between the psyche and biologi- 
cal sex drives. Here again, She is a breaker of false images and She re- 
quires complete lucidity. 

If there are any doubts about the connection between sex and lucidity, 
consider the biblical euphemism “... and he knew her.” The £ makes this 
expression possible because She breaks down everything that is not true- 
to-self while giving one the perception of one’s intangible self. 


Appendix: 
The Dark Moon and Lilith 


HE POINT SELECTED as the § is the outer focus of an inter- 

mediate lunar orbit, so called because it is neither the )’s mean 

orbit not its fully perturbed instantaneous ellipse, but something in 
between. This can be regarded as a smooth orbit with some major ine- 
qualities. It was chosen mainly for empirical astrological reasons—it 
seems to work better in horoscopes than alternative $s which may be just 
as plausible on mathematical grounds. 

The formulas used to locate the outer focus are based on the lunar the- 
ory of Simeon-Denis Poisson (1781-1840), which is outdated but useful to 
us because it makes use of the intermediate orbit.? This solution can no 
doubt be refined; but technical-minded people are warned that any refine- 
ment should take into account the experience and intuition of practitioners. 

The tables given here should be adequate for the purpose of doing na- 
tal horoscopes for the 20th century. However, formulas are given as well. 

One must first know the longitude of the mean Dark Moon, x §, given 
by 
& £ = 154.329556° + 0.1114040567°d - 0.00077385°D? - 0.0000002572°D? 


where d is in days since Noon E.T. on December 31st, 1899 and D is in 
units of 10,000 days from the same date. One then adds to this the peri- 
odic inequality 


8.64433° sin (2a) - 0.65209° sin (4a) + ... 


3 F. -F. Tisserand. “Theorie de Poisson” in Traite de mecanique celeste. Paris: 
Gauthier-Villars, 1894, v. 111, pp. 141-164. 
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where a = © - X € and the trailing dots represent negligible terms. 
Strictly speaking, © should be the mean longitude of the Sun, but the 
true longitude from an ephemeris should be adequate. 


To find the Mean Dark Moon 


To find the £’s mean longitude on a given date start with the position 
for January Ist (from Table 1) and add the appropriate values for the 
month, day and hour (from Table 2). 


Example 1: Mean § for 0:00 ET on July Ist, 1940. 


Longitude on January Ist, 1940 = 341° 53.1 J 
Add for July 1st (Leap) = 20° 16.5’ 
Sum 2° 9.6” 


Example 2: Mean § for 13:00 ET on October 19th, 1987. 


Longitude on January Ist, 1987 = 94° 21.2’ 
Add for October Ist = 30° 24.8” 
Add for 19th = 2° 0:3” 
Add for 13 hours = 0° 3.6 

Sum 126° 49.9" 


To find the True Dark Moon 


First find the mean § as above, then find the longitude of the © for the 
same date and time. (Ideally the mean, not the apparent, longitude of the 
© should be used; however, the additional trouble does not seem justified 
since the present table may be further refined in the future.) 

Subtract the longitude of the mean § from the longitude of the SO. 
With this value (O - §), enter Table 3 and read the corresponding ine- 
quality in degrees, minutes and tenths of a minute. Interpolation may be 
used when © - § is not a whole degree. 

The inequality is positive when © - § is between 0 and 90°, negative 
when it is between 90 and 180°. Inequalities repeat themselves after 180°, 
i.e., the inequality for 181° is the same as for 1° and so on. 
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Example 1: To find the true Dark Moon at 0:00 ET on July Ist, 1940. 


The mean € was at 2° T 9.6’, as calculated above, and the © was at 
8° @ 59.7’. Thus the difference © - $ = 96° 50.1”. Since this value must 
be “read upwards” in the table, i.e., is between 90 and 180°, the inequality 
is negative. Interpolating (in this case upwards) between 96 and 97° we 
get the inequality of -2° 20.5’. This value must be applied to the mean §, 
thus: 

True § = 2° T 9.6’ less 2° 20.5” 
= 359° 49.6’ 
= 29° K 49.6’ 


Example 2: To find the true € at 13:00 ET on October 19th, 1987. 


Here the © was at 25° = 36.3’, the mean € 6° Q 49.9', and © - ¢ 
therefore was equal to 205° 36.3’ - 126° 49.9’ = 78° 46.4’. The inequality 
is thus +3° 45.7’ and 


True § = 6° 2.49.9’ plus 3° 45.7° 
= 130° 35.6" 
= 10° 22 35.6’ 


Readers will have recognized October 19th, 1987 as the date of the 
Black Monday when the Dow Jones lost 22.6 percent in a day. A ques- 
tion comes to mind: if the ) rules Mondays, does the € rule Black Mon- 
days? For what it is worth, the $ was just past a square with P at 9° TL 
20’ when Wall Street opened for trading that morning. A looser opposi- 
tion prevailed on October 28th, 1929—the middle of the great 1929 mar- 
ket collapse—when the € was at 12° % 57’ and E at 19° & 37’; but then 
the aspect was still forming. 

The B-€ synodic period is 9 years 64 days; each conjunction occurs on 
average 13.33556...° beyond the previous one. This is curiously close to 
the average distance covered by the ) in a day (13.17639... °). There is 
surely meat here for anyone interested in new symbolic directions. 
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Table 1:MEAN BLACK MOON, 0 hrs ET on January Ist, 1900-2000 


25.2 | 1980 169 29.6 
05.0 1 210 16.0 
44.7 2 250 55.8 
24.4 3 291 35.5 
10.9 4 332 153 


50.6 | 1985 13. 01.7 
30.4 6 53 41.4 
10.1 7 94 21.2 
56.5 8 135 00.9 
36.3 9 175 47.3 


16.0 | 1990 216 27.1 
55.8 1 257 06.8 
42.2 2 297 46.5 
219 3 338 «33.0 
01.7 4 19 12:7) 


41.4 | 1995 59 52.4 
27.8 6 100 32.2 
07.6 7 141 18.6 
47.3 8 181 58.3 
27.1 9 222 38.1 


13.4 | 2000 263 17.8 
33.2 
33.0 


12.7 
59.1 


Considerations XII:2 


Table 2: Motion of Mean Black Moon 


Motion from January 1st Motion from Ist of month 
to 1st of month to Date 

Regular 

year Date 


Motion Motion 


motion 
2nd 0 06.7 | 17th 1 46.9 
3rd 0 13.4 18 1 53.6 
4th 0 20.1 19 2 00.3 
5 0 26.7} 20 2 07.0 
6 0 334] 21 2, IBF 
7 0 40.1 22 2 20.4 
8 0 46.8 23 2. 27.1 
9 0 53.5] 24 2. 33.7 
10 1 00.2} 25 2 40.4 
1 | 06.8] 26 2 47.1 
12 i 135 | 27 2 53.8 
13 1 20.2] 28 3 00.5 
14 1 26.9] 29 3 07.2 
15 1 33.6] 30 3 13.8 
16 1 40.3 31 320.5 
Motion in | | Motion in 
Minutes 
Motion Minutes | Motion | 


0™ to 10" 
11 to 32 
33 to 53 
54 to 59 
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Table 3: 
Periodic Inequality of the Dark Moon 
(after Poisson) 

O-$! Inequality |O-$| |O-§] Inequality |O-$| |©-$) Inequality |O-£ 
+ - + - “~ L_ - 
° oe ° alle o. ° ° ae ° 
0 0 0.0 | 180 30 6 55.3 | 150 60 8 3.1} 120 
1 0 15.4 |179 31 7 5.5 | 149 61 7 55.0 | 119 
2 0 30.7 | 178 32 7 15.3 | 148 62 7 46.3 | 118 
3 0 46.1 4177 33 7 24.7 | 147 63 7 36.8 | 117 
4 1 1.4 | 176 34 7 33.7 | 146 64 7 26.7 | 116 
5 1 16.7 |175 35 7 42.2 | 145 65 7 59) 115 
6 1 31.9 | 174 36 7 50.3 | 144 66 7 44) 114 
7 1 47.1 | 173 37 7 57.8 | 143 67 6 52.2 | 113 
8 2 2.2 |172 38 8 4.9 | 142 68 6 39.4] 112 
9 2 17.3: 4171 39 8 114 ]141 69 6 26.0] lll 
10 2 32.2 |170 40 8 17.4 1|140 70 6 11.9] 110 
11 2 47.1 | 169 41 8 22.8 | 139 71 5 57.3 | 109 
12 3 1.9 | 168 42 8 27.7 | 138 72 5 42.1 | 108 
13 3 16.5 | 167 43 8 32.0 | 137 13 5 26.3 | 107 
14 3 31.1 | 166 44 8 35.6 | 136 74 5 10.0 | 106 
15 3 45.4 | 165 45 8 38.7 | 135 75 4 53.2 | 105 
16 3 59.7 | 164 46 8 41.1 | 134 716 4 35.9 | 104 
17 4 13.8 | 163 47 8 42.8 | 133 77 4 18.2} 103 
18 4 27.7 | 162 48 8 44.0 | 132 78 4 0.0 | 102 
19 4 41.4 | 161 49 8 44.1 | 131 79 3 41.5 | 101 
20 4 54.9 | 160 50 8 44.2 | 130 80 3 22.5 | 100 
21 5 8.1 ]159 51 8 43.2 | 129 81 3 3:3 99 
22 5 21.2 | 158 52 8 41.6 | 128 82 2 43.7 98 
23 5 34.0 | 157 53 8 39,3 | 127 83 2 23.8 97 
24 5 46.5 | 156 54 8 36.3 | 126 84 2 38 96 
25 5 58.8 | 155 35 8 32.5 | 125 85 1 43.4 95 
26 6 10.7 | 154 56 8 28.1 | 124 86 1 23.0 94 
27 6 22.4 | 153 57 8 22.9 | 123 87 1 2:3 93 
28 6 33.7 |152 58 8 17.0 | 122 88 0 41.6 92 
29 6 44.7 | 151 59 8 10.4 | 121 89 0 20.8 91 

90 0 0.0 90 
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The Mystery of Lilith 


“Black Moon” and “Lilith”, which most people use inter- 

changeably even though they mean quite different things by them. 
For some, Lilith is an unseen satellite of the Earth, having an ephemeris 
quite different from the above tables. 

The myth of an invisible satellite of our Earth was an involuntary con- 
tribution of the Jesuit astronomer Giovanni Battista Riccioli (1598-1671), 
an eminent scientist who helped to produce the map and nomenclature of 
the )’s surface we still use today. In the middle of his career he fell vic- 
tim to a curious technical mischance. He had ordered parts for a telescope 
from the Dutchman Christiaan Huygens, the leading optical scientist of 
the time. Upon receiving and assembling them he proceeded to observe 
the ). He soon noticed a small body that reappeared night after night. He 
decided it was a previously unknown satellite and eventually published an 
ephemeris. Riccioli was widely admired for his stunning discovery. 
Then, after several years, it was noticed that an optical defect in the tele- 
scope produced a false planetary image when the lens was pointed at a 
certain angle from the ). It transpired that this phenomenon could ac- 
count for all of Riccioli’s observations of the “new” moon. Riccioli ad- 
vised all his colleagues of the error, and the question was soon buried in 
the garbage dump of forgotten, once-trendy science.* 

So matters stood for nearly three centuries. Then, in the 1920s, a 
Kabbalist, self-proclaimed Grand-Master of a Templar Order, and some- 
time astrologer called Robert Ambelain entered the scene. In an attic 
somewhere in southern France, Ambelain found an old copy of Riccioli’s 
ephemeris. You guessed right! He believed all, checked nothing, identified 
the invisible moon with the Lilith of the Kabbala, and produced an 
ephemeris for the 20th century.° 

Ambelain’s Lilith had little success in France, partly because it had to 
compete with Neroman’s more plausible and—as it turned out—more 
useful £. For some reason, however, it appealed to certain American as- 
trologers who published a Lilith ephemeris in the United States, reproduc- 
ing Ambelain’s positions down to the last decimal. 

Since the terms “Dark Moon” and “Lilith” are still applied indiscrimi- 
nately to both points, an attempt has recently been made by American, 


A GREAT DEAL of confusion surrounds the terms “Dark Moon”, 


“ The matter is discussed in the history of science section of the Encyclopedie 
de la Pleiade. Paris, 1957. 
> Robert Ambelain. Lilith. Paris, 1927. 


29 


Canadian and French astrologers to distinguish rigorously between them. 
The term “Dark Moon” should be reserved for the outer focus of the )’s 
orbit, while “Lilith” should be reserved for the invisible body of the Ric- 
cioli-Ambelain filiation. 

Readers wishing more information on the € should consult 

Marc Beriault’s 1995 publication Le Lune noire se léve [The 

Dark Moon rises]. This is available from Bxx Publishing Inc., 

836 Outremont Avenue, Outremont, Quebec H2V 3N6, Canada. 

The price is $26.95 U.S., which includes postage. 


Charybdis 
or 
the Synastry from Hell 


AXEL HARVEY 


N RECENT YEARS [ have found that the )’s apogee point, the so- 

called ‘Lilith’, imparts useful information both in the birth map and 

in primary directions. My main interest with this point, however, 

has involved synastry with turned charts similar to those of Draconic 

astrology. I call this type of synastry Charybdean astrology, pre- 
ferring to use the name Charybdis to identify this fascinating orbital fac- 
tor (see the Postscript below). 

Charybdis is the Dark Moon mentioned in Mark Beériault’s article in 
this issue. I use the mean point rather than the ‘true’ or perturbed point. 
This is not to say that the perturbed version is wrong; but the mean 
Charybdis seems to be the one that works for synastry. It may be that the 
‘true’ lunar orbital factors (the apogee-perigee points and the nodes) with 
their variable speeds and retrogradations, are highly idiosyncratic and 
therefore personal; mean points with their uniform motion, are more 
‘average’ and interpersonal. Also, since I use Charybdis as the 0° point of 
a turned Zodiac, the mean is much more convenient. 

The process is the same as for Draconic astrology, but zodiacal posi- 
tions are calculated so that Charybdis rather than the 2 becomes 0° T. 
The result produces interesting surprises when the turned chart of one per- 
son is compared with the turned (Charybdean) or the unturned (tropical) 
chart of another individual. Charybdean transits are also interesting, 
though tedious to follow in the absence of any helpful software or 
ephemerides. The surprise comes from the fact that two horoscopes, 
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having Charybdis at two different places in the tropical Zodiac, will be 
turned by different amounts and thus have unexpected contacts. In what 
follows, Charybdean positions, subscript Ch, have been calculated by 


subtracting the longitude of the mean § from the longitude of each 
planet.’ The subscript Zo refers to positions in the regular tropical Zo- 
diac. 


Destructive love-hate 


Y HYPOTHESIS is that close aspects between planets in the 

Charybdean maps of two persons show that the two natives 

may become united in an obsessive bond with destructive re- 
sults. Cross-aspects—one person’s Charybdean map versus the other’s 
tropical map—are also significant. In the case of cross-aspects, it seems 
that the relationship is more one of conscious hate, or at least of heartless 
contempt. Usually the person whose Charybdean positions contact the 
other’s tropical positions will hate or destroy the latter, but this is some- 
times reversed. 

In most cases where such contacts matter, there is of course a mixture 
of pure Charybdean aspects with cross-aspects. The result seems to be a 
boiling, unconscious love-hate syndrome with tragic consequences. The 
type of aspect, whether sextile or square, etc., seems to have little rele- 
vance. This is most definitely a type of synastry where one wishes to 
avoid aspects. 

The first example involves Paul Bernardo and Karla Homolka, the 
husband-and-wife team who drugged and killed, and in some cases tor- 
tured, several teen-age girls including Homolka’s own younger sister. See 
Figures 1 and 2. The Charybdean positions for the two charts are shown 
below Fig. 1 and the Charybdean aspects below Fig. 2. 


" In order to be rigorously compatible with planetary positions, orbital factors 
such as Charybdis must include nutation in longitude even when mean points 
are being used. This is also true of the Nodes. Unfortunately most program- 
mers ignore this, so that the positions calculated with your favorite software 
may turn out (after rounding) to be 1’ off from those given here. This would 
not be a very bad thing if Charybdis and the Nodes were only used as points in 
regular charts; but in Charybdean and Draconic astrology, when the error can 
cause an entire horoscope to be shifted by 1’ too much or too little, it becomes 
unacceptable. (Astronomers do not add nutation to the Nodes and apogee- 
perigee points because they do not need to observe these factors directly: they 
only regard them as intermediate steps in calculating other things. For the as- 
trologer, however, the longitude of the Node or Charybdis is not merely a value 
to be plugged into some formulas—it is a horoscopic point in its own right, and 
must be located in a reference frame identical to that used for the planets.) 
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Figure 1: Paul Bernado 
8:31 AM, EDT. August 27th, 1964. Scarborough, Ontario: 43°47°N, 79°15’ W 
Source: John McKay-Clements, “Clarifying Paul Bernado’s Data” in 
Midheaven x 2, March-April 1997, 9-10. 


Mean § is 25° 7.8” 
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Table 1: Charybdean positions for Bernard and Homolka 


Planet Bernardo Homolka 
») 2° 5.0°Q 8° 35.1" 
(0) 9° 7.0° # 26° 55.3’ # 
co] 19° 49.9" 4° 457 6 
Q 23° 18.87 w 21° 20.1 6 
ra 23° 5.2? 24° 816 
ats 0° 26.9 TT 13° 8.8’ IT 
h 6° 19.9’ TT 25° 54.5” 
yi 14° 54.7’ 4 18° 55.5°& 
y 20° 11.5? x 13° 36.0° & 
bd 18° 30.1? # 8° 34.173 
Q 3° 32.5? wz 22° 23\5° s 
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Figure 2: Karla Homolka 
0:20 AM EDT May 4th, 1970. Mississauga, Ontario: 43°35’N, 79°39’ W. 
Source: Suzanne Clark, Life Data Services, Scarborough, Ontario. 


Mean § is 16°Q 22.4” 
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Table 2: Aspects involving the Charybdean positions 
between Bernardo and Homolka’ 


Pure Charybdean- Cross 
Charybdean contacts aspects 
Bernardo Bernardo 
aspect Orb aspect 
to Homolka to Homolka 
Oc) 32° Oxo 4 ¥cn 
Ozd i Yon D zo 6° 
gz) 16° Bz * ¥en 
hae 0° 


Qa 


? An erroneous birth time of 19:40 EDT had originally been circulated for Ber- 
nardo. It is reassuring to be able to report that of the eight aspects between 
Bernardo and Homolka mentioned here, six had smaller orbs after the birth 
time was corrected. 
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It is interesting to see that both members of this couple had close 2-" 
conjunctions, further proof—as if any were needed—that this configura- 
tion should raise alarm bells in any astrologers’ mind. In the tropical Zo- 
diac, Bernado’s 2 and o were in 18°26.6’ and 18°13.1’ &; Homolka’s 
were at 7°42.4’ and 10°30.5’ I. 

Natives with close 2-o* conjunctions seem to have the potential to se- 
duce others into following them anywhere, even across the edge of a black 
hole. But why did these two particular 2-c" people attract one another? 
In the tropical Zodiac, Bernado’s )K is in square aspect to Homolka’s o&% 
(orb 28’); his own close conjunction does not make any serious con- 
tactswith Homolka’s planets, except a mile-wide sextile to her % (orb 
168’). Midpoints are a better avenue. In the tropical maps there is a 
contact between Bernado’s ?-c" midpoint at 18°19.8’ & and Homolka’s 
+/R at 18°36.6’, an orb of 17’. This is interesting, but still on the other 
side of the 10’ limit where the astrologer’s heart beats faster. 

In the Charybdean maps (see Tables 1 & 2), Homolka’s 2-o% at 
22°44.1’ % is less than 1’ from a semisquare with Bernado’s O-» at 
7°43.4’ 4. Cross-aspects are also impressive. Paul Bernado’s Charyb- 
dean Q-o" midpoint lies at 23°12.0’ +, 2’ from opposing Karla Ho- 
molka’s 2-Q midpoint at 23°14.1’ T. Homolka’s tropical 9-o" at 9°6.5’ 
II is opposite Bernado’s Charybdean © within less than 1’. 


Politics & Assassins 


Adolf Hitler. If Charybdean astrology has much to say about 
pathological relationships in the private realm, it must also say 
something about charismatic leaders and their countries. 

Hitler’s birth data I take to be 20 April 1889, 17:30.3 UT at Braunau 
am Inn: 48N16, 13E03. Mean Charybdis at 19° 5.6’ II. 

For Germany I take the proclamation of the German Empire, which 
signaled the emergence of a single German state, 18 January 1871, 13:00 
LMT at Versailles, 48N48, 2E08. Mean Charybdis at 26°20.5’ road 

In Hitler’s birth map @ and o are 19.3’ apart. Their tropical midpoint 
is 16°32.2’ &; the Charybdean midpoint is 27°26.6’ =». The latter loosely 
sextiles the German Empire’s Charybdean Q at 26°57.8° T, which in turn 
squares the Empire’s tropical ? at 26°56.3’ 6. These points were touched 


()« CANNOT consider 2-o" conjunctions without thinking of 


3 For Hitler I use Alexander Marr’s rectification. For the German Empire see 
Nicholas Campion, The Book of World Horoscopes. 1995, 176. 
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by transiting (tropical) \K at critical moments in Hitler’s career. ){ passed 
27° «z in 1919, when the young demobilized Hitler began to learn the po- 
litical ropes; it passed 27° T in 1934, after he succeeded Hindenburg as 
President and put together all the pieces necessary for his dictatorship. 

It is interesting that Hitler’s shadowy seductiveness should work 
through his country’s 2. The lunar nodes constitute, I believe, a sort of 
higher-dimension axis where all horoscopes meet: they are the symbols of 
interpersonal relationship par excellence at all levels, from the most inti- 
mate to the most political. The lesson for mundane astrologers is clear: 
take care when a politician’s seductive points—?, o& or ¥—contact a 
country’s § via Charybdean synastry. 

Cross-aspects, since they denote hatred or cold indifference, should 
show up in the maps of murderers and their victims. The assassination of 
John F. Kennedy is a case in point. 

John F. Kennedy: 29 May 1917, 14:51.4 EST, Brookline, Massachu- 
setts: 42N20, 71W07. Mean Charybdis at 22° 40.6’ Q. 

Lee Harvey Oswald: 18 October 1939, 21:55 EST, New Orleans: 
30N00, 90W03. Mean Charybdis at 3° 39.7’ H.* 

Between these two men there were at least eleven cross-aspects: 


Oswald 
aspect Orb 
to Kennedy 
Orzo 9 ¥en 8° 
Oz. o Den 24 
Scr A ¥z0 2° 
Sen 0 Oxo 3 
zo & Men ; 
Vcn GO %z5 15° 
Fz A Fon T 
Men O Dz 2° 
¥20 te Den 15° 
¥70 A Scr 10° 
Yon * Feo 2’ 


The list includes a 2 A ¥ in two different ways plus another trine, but 
trines don’t seem to matter. We told you this was the synastry from Hell. 


‘ For Kennedy: Lois Rodden, Astro-Data II], rectified by Alexander Marr, For 
Oswald: Rodden, Astro-Data V. 
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Postscript 


Y TENTATIVE interpretation of the lunar apogee point, and 

hence choice of name comes from astronomical givens. This is 

the part of the )’s orbit where the ) is as far away from us as 
she gets. In other words, if we dramatize a bit, it is an entity which seeks 
to take the )’s instinctive comforts and certainties away from us. The 
Cambrian values of our satellite—awareness of the need for food and 
warmth, kindness towards very young creatures, all life-enhancing hab- 
its—these seem to be drained away from each individual through the zo- 
diacal degree and the house where $ happened to be at the time of birth. 
The ship-sucking whirlpool Charybdis, which Ulysses had to avoid on his 
long journey home, therefore seemed appropriate. 

At the same time, Charybdis is a sufficiently minor prop in classical 
literature that it will not unduly influence astrologers. It is not a goddess, 
a nymph, or a centaur; very little has been written about it. Astrologers 
can thus learn about Charybdis by opening their eyes to the world around 
them rather than by running to the mythology manual. 

There are other reasons to avoid ‘Lilith’. This name is already associ- 
ated with a fictitious satellite of the Earth (the Ambelain-Goldstein Lilith), 
with asteroid 1181, and with the star Algol, as well as the apogee point. It 
is overloaded. 

Moreover, the current fashion of substituting mythology for real 
work—for intuition, curiosity, observation, and discernment—has blinded 
astrologers, inhibiting them in their search for the meaning of the newer 
horoscopic points. ‘Lilith’ has not bucked the trend. For example De- 
metra George and Lee A. Sluyterman, writing in The Black Moon Book in 
1994, give interpretations for the apogee point which are very similar to 
those given by Robert Ambelain for his Lilith in the 1930s, even though 
they are well aware that two utterly different points are involved.* The 
mythological astrologers have twisted the famous line in Romeo and Ju- 
liet. For them, anything you call a rose smells just as sweet. 


> Francis Santoni, Demetra George & Lee A. Sluyterman. The Black Moon 
Book. Fairfield, Iowa: Sun Press, 1994; Robert Ambelain & J. Desmoulins. 
Lilith. Paris: Niclaus, 1937. 
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Robert Graves 
Aman in thrall to a Night Goddess 


KEN GILLMAN 


Circling the Sun, at a respectful distance, 
Earth remains warmed, not roasted; but the Moon 
Circling the Earth, at a disdainful distance, 
Will drive men lunatic (should they defy her) 
With seeds of wintry love, not sown for spite.... 
from Problems of Gender 


ARC BERIAULT’S excellent description of the Dark Moon 

immediately brought the poet Robert Graves to my mind. In 

his poems Graves first celebrated the ) as the White God- 

dess, then in later years focused instead on a muse he called 
the Black Goddess—“the goddess of wisdom, who comes only after one 
has experienced the trials of the White Goddess.” 

Robert Graves is considered one of the 
greatest and most prolific British poets of 
the 20th century, yet he is perhaps best 
known for his historical novels. Two of 
these, J Claudius and Claudius the God, 
became extremely popular TV dramatiza- 
tions. He first became well-known outside 
poetry circles in 1929 with his precocious 
autobiography Good-bye to All That, a 
very readable anti-war manifesto. And 
years later there was that New Age bible 
The White Goddess, subtitled A historical 
grammar of poetic myth, a peculiar book 
in which he traced the cult of the lunar 
maternal deity throughout Europe. 

The poet’ was born 4:26 a.m. GMT 
on July 24th, 1895 in Wimbledon, Lon- 
don: 51N26, 0W12 (source: biography by 


" As this article presumes knowledge of events in Graves’ life, readers unfamil- 
iar with these may wish to first turn to the appendix where known events in his 
life are listed year-by-year. 
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Martin Seymour-Smith, an astrologer and poet, who was for a time tutor 
to the Graves’ children). See figure 1. 

Graves was a triple 2. The © at the very beginning of the Sign had 
just cleared the horizon at the birth and was closely squaring » in Ml, 
while the ) at the far end of 2 was ¢ of in the Placidus IInd. 

Q is with the 83, closely * { and 2 %, both aspects having only a 2’ orb, 
and she squares the midpoint of # « P. 


Figure 1: Robert von Ranke Graves 
4:26 a.m. GMT, July 24th 1895. Wimbledon, London: 51N26, 0W12 
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mean §€ 3° 42' H, true £ 26° 20! = 


MK is stationary 

In the draconic chart—all planets being advanced by 14° 58’, the 
amount the Q is separated from 0° T at Graves’ birth— moves to 
15°50” Tl where he is o K at 15°51’ TM and * @, at 15°49’ TY. 

Robert Graves was a gregarious, tall (six feet two inches), strong- 
bodied man, with deep-set gray eyes, “one brow drooping/somewhat over 
the eye/ because of a missile fragment still inhering/skin deep, as a foolish 
record of old-world fighting”, a high forehead fringed with coarse curly 
hair, originally black, and a crooked broken nose (from “tackling low” 
when playing rugby with soccer players). “My hands and feet are large. I 
weigh about twelve stone four. My best comic turn is a double-jointed 
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pelvis; I can sit on a table and tap like the Fox sisters with it. One shoul- 
der is distinctly lower than the other, because of a lung wound. I do not 
carry a watch because I always magnetize the main-spring; during the war 
when an order went out that officers should carry watches and synchro- 
nize them daily, I had to buy two new ones every month. Medically, I am 
a good life.”” 

He looked like a Roman patrician and, as a triple £2, could act like one. 
A man of uncommon, exuberant intelligence, he was ambitious, vain, ego- 
centric, truculent and generous, often childlike in his delight at being the 
center of attention, yet unpretentious for all his learning and all his fame. 
Even so, in love he could become utterly subservient to the object of his 
devotion, willing to put up with any abuse or hardship simply to remain 
near his beloved. With his children he was kind, affectionate and playful; 
in the literary world he became known as a quarrelsome, obstreperous, 
opinionated man, who believed himself always right. 

As one might expect for someone born with ¥ o 4 in &, Graves was an 
enormously prolific and astonishingly versatile writer, fascinated by the 
past. His output comprised more than 130 volumes of poetry, fiction, es- 
says, criticism and lectures. The range of his subject matter is staggering. 
It included prehistoric Greece, the life of Imperial Rome, Cromwellian 
England, revolutionary America, the Spain of the Conquistadors, and 
Lawrence of Arabia. In addition he translated into English works from 
Greek, Latin, French, German and Spanish and offered his opinions on 
just about everything from mushrooms to myths. Although best known for 
his prose works, he was first and foremost a poet who regarded his other 
writings as the means of supporting that impecunious vocation. 

Charles Carter wrote’ that ¥ o \ indicates “a learned recluse” and this 
interpretation, emphasized here by the conjunction being in the XIIth 
house, is confirmed by Graves long isolation in Majorca. I suspect this 
same house placement also relates to the intellectual activities of both his 
poet-father and his grandfather, the Bishop of Limerick, and to the gifts he 
received genetically from them. The conjunction had risen in the sky just 
before dawn—heralding his birth. 

If being a triple QQ is not enough; the combination of O04, Do da 
stationary \X, and the cross-dimensional * o K , together with the empha- 
sis by close aspect on @, ensured Graves an interesting life, one in which 
there were ample opportunities to experience the necessary trials of the 
White Goddess. 

He was a complex man. 


? Graves, Robert. Good-bye to All That. Penguin Modern Classics. p. Ll. 
> Carter, Charles E. O. The Astrological Aspects. London, Fowler. 1951. p.87 
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The Solar Fire program lists the € at 3° 42’ }, but that is the position 
of the mean §. Using Marc Bériault’s Table 3 to compute the true posi- 
tion (© - € = 120°59” + 360° - 333° 42’ = 147° 17’), we subtract 7° 22’ 
from this mean § to obtain 26° 20’ =» as the position of the true §. From 
this position she opposes both o” and the ). 

Graves’ life has been described as “an absorbing story of a man in 
thrall to a night goddess.” 

¢ £ ) is the reverse of the example Marc Bériault gives in his article. 
There the woman in question with ) ¢ € in Tl in the VIIIth lived a life in 
which no pretense was possible, everything was distinctly lucid, there 
were no scales over her eyes. Graves has the two )'s in opposition and 
now @ is closely involved, while § is again in the VIlIth in a fixed Sign. 
We know from the listing of events given at the appendix to this article 
that Graves did at least once experience complete lucidity—in 1939, as he 
helplessly stood by and watched Laura Riding and Schuyler Jackson fall 
in love with each other. This suggests lucidity was not always present, and 
indeed his many infatuations indicate he too often allowed his mind to be 
overpowered by his desires. And that is do” after all—the instinctive male 
sexual drive. 

Even so, there is in Graves’ life clear confirmation that the § and lu- 
cidity are closely related. If Laura Riding is taken as being represented in 
his horoscope by the §, an indication few who know of her relationship 
with the poet can deny, we find the quality of his literary work was dra- 
matically improved by her detailed criticisms in which her chief principle 
was that he should be precise and say exactly what he meant. She taught 
him that in order to live life correctly, one must live in the presence of 
eternal truths, as though history has come to an end. From the moment 
she joined him he began an important period of transition. What had pre- 
viously been a struggle for survival gradually transformed into a struggle 
to achieve exact poetic truth in a timeless world beyond normal realty. 

Marc tells us that two keywords for the § are ‘penetration’ and 
‘cutting off’, both of which have a distinct o flavor. o* & £ might then be 
expected to exaggerate the cutting off and the urge to penetrate. Certainly 
Graves cut himself off from his family, his friends, his class, his fellow- 
poets and his country when he turned his back on them and settled with 
Laura Riding in Majorca. Later, she cut him off. 


“ Review in The Atlantic of his nephew Richard Perceval Graves’ biography 
Robert Graves. The Years with Laura Riding, 1926-1940, 
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BETWEEN MOON AND MOON 


In the last watches of the night 
Hardly a sliver of light will remain 
To edge the guilty shadow of a waned moon 
That dawn must soon devour. 
Therefore, another 
Crescent queen shall arise with power— 
So wise a beauty never yet scen, say I: 
A true creature of moon, though not the same 
In nature, name or feature— 
Her innocent eye rebuking inconstancy 
As if Time itself should die and disappear. 


So it was ever. She is here again, I sigh. 
Collected Poems, 1975 


Symbolism at its most rudimentary level says € opposing the ) beside 
the masculine o’, refers to a battle between two women over a man, or a 
man in conflict, simultaneously attracted to two very different women, the 
mother of his children perhaps and an exciting, sexually-inviting other— 
an Adam see-sawing between his Eve and a tantalizing Lilith. Graves 
lived with Nancy and Laura in an overt sexual ménage-a-trois for a year 
in Cairo, which continued after their return to England, and was later ex- 
panded to become a ménage-d- quatre with the inclusion of the Irish poet 
Geoffrey Phipps. Other complex living arrangements occurred in later 
years, among them another quadrilateral one involving Robert, Laura, 
Norman Cameron and “the beautiful Elfriede” in 1932. 

The complications of his sexual and romantic life apart, it is his 
awareness of the Goddess, of both the light and dark sides of the ), that 
brings Graves to our attention. Poets may or may not be psychic, and in 
the final chapter, the 1960 PostScript, of The White Goddess Graves says 
he was not.’ They are certainly sensitive to nature though, to their own 
feelings and to those of others, and (I hazard) to the promptings of the ), 


5 “Tf am no mystic; I avoid participation in witchcraft, spiritualism, yoga, for- 
tune-telling, automatic writing, and the like. I live a simple, normal, rustic life 
with my family and a wide circle of sane and intelligent friends. I belong to no 
religious cult, no secret society, no philosophical sect; nor do I trust my histori- 
cal intuition any further than it can be factually checked..., Chains of more- 
than-coincidence occur so often in my life that, if 1 am forbidden to call them 
supernatural hauntings, let me call them a habit. Not that I like the word 
‘supernatural’; I find these happenings natural enough, though superlatively 
unscientific.” —The White Goddess. 1966 edition. 
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whether in a whitened or darkened form. A poet is something more than a 
clever versifying wordsmith; the latter, no matter how clever and intricate 
his choice of words, imagery or style, whether he tries to shock us or not, 
simply doesn’t cause the hairs on the back of the reader’s neck to stand 
erect and shiver; he lacks that essential quality, provided only by the three 
feminine bodies, the ), 9 and ¥. Graves was born with an emphasized ), 
as 2 O ¥ was closing in the sky. 

His verse was traditional in form, with an indispensable meter. As ex- 
pected with the o ties to both the ) and the §, while his poetry always 
served and celebrated a female muse, it was a virile poetry, filled with 
colloquial vigor and a sardonic, hard-bitten wit. Above all, and increas- 
ingly in his later years, he was a love poet. His love poetry has been de- 
scribed as at once cynical and passionate, romantic and erotic, personal 
and universal. In the opinion of many, his love poems ranked with those of 
W. B. Yeats as the finest written in the English language this century. His 
work, in contrast to that of Eliot and Auden, always strives for the pure, 
the unpretentious, the essential, the vigorous, and the “non-literary”—it is 
poetry written under the influence and in celebration of the §. 

His writing talent is clearly shown by the placement of 2 by House and 
Sign, and her aspects to the two conjunctions,  ¢ B and 2 o }, that had 
risen over the horizon shortly before the birth. Both conjunctions are 
wide, yet the midpoint of each is close to 15°, from where it is aspected by 
Q, the nodal axis, and the iconoclastic, cross-dimensional * o MK. 


His biographer’ tells us Graves believed that: 

e organized religion is the enemy of freedom; 

e the world is a stranger and more magical place than it appears at first 
sight; 

e Poetry itself is a modified descendant of primitive magic; 

e ordinary perception and formal logic have their limits, and beyond 
them lies a timeless land quite at odds with conventional life; 

e society had once been matriarchal, and many of our present ills can be 
contributed to the fact that men now ruled instead of women; 

e literal truth is relatively unimportant, as an artist can tell the truth by 
a condensation and dramatization of the facts; and 

e there are areas in which intellectual thought is markedly inferior to 
associative or “analeptic’ thought. 


© Richard Perceval Graves in Robert Graves: The Years with Laura Riding, 
1926-1940. 
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ARS THE TRADITIONAL ruler of T, the Sign on the Mid- 


heaven, is ¢ ) and 0° €. The horror of trench warfare was a 

crucial experience in Graves’ life; he was severely wounded in 

1916 and this, together with his mental conflicts during the 
1920s, exacerbated by an increasingly unhappy marriage, changed him 
from a typical pre-1914 minor poet to one. whose poetry held a much 
deeper and more painful note. First, however, “he had to accept his own 
nature, in which sexual love and dread seemed to exist in close proxim- 
ity”, and this came about after he met Laura Riding. The quotation in the 
last sentence is from the Encyclopedia Britannica in its section on Robert 
Graves. It clearly describes oo ), & §. 

) o o& tends to react aggressively to any per- 
ceived attack. Initially this came out in Graves’ 
boxing, a sport in which for a time he dominated 
his weight-class in the public schools champion- 
ships. The same aspect clearly gave him his 
physical trademark, a fractured and miss-set nose. 
In later years it may be related to the criticisms 
the published outcomes of his scholarship re- 
ceived and the controversies and rows with the 
same experts that followed. The aspect is also 
very much involved in Graves’ war-time service and with his near death 
and subsequent shell shock. It can also be associated with the whole- 
hearted way in which he threw himself into whatever he was doing; he was 
a man of extremes—it was all-or-nothing. Subject to turbulent shifts of 
mood, his enormous enthusiasm for a dubious project would be followed 
by uncertainty, disillusionment, bitterness and exhaustion. 

©  % suggests that those in authority might not always be pleased 
when Graves’ acted on or voiced his principles. His ideas concerning 
myth and religion, even those concerning the character of the Emperor 
Claudius, certainly brought strong reactions from the ‘experts’ in these 
fields. The aspect also describes circumstances in his life. His eldest son, 
David, did die young, killed in the second world war. Graves, a man not 
by nature inherently interested in material affairs, was forced to be always 
very concerned with them. He experienced many years of poverty, in 
which he was often forced to go cap in hand and beg loans from his 
friends and family. Finally, when it appeared he had at last attained com- 
mercial success and had the home in Majorca he desired, he was exiled 
from his island for ten years and forced to begin all over again. 

And, of course, this same aspect prompts us to consider his relations 
with his father. 
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LFRED PERCIVAL GRAVES was born on July 26, 1846 in 

Dublin, time unknown (© 22, ) Tl, possibly II rising; ® o ¥ in 

ww, & ¥ in Q, hits his son’s ) 0° 0; © is on his son’s Ascendant, 
his ¥ is on Robert’s ®). A greatly respected poet in his day, he was by 
profession an inspector of schools. A widower with five children when he 
married Robert’s mother, he is described as “having charm, warmth, good 
humor, a bad business sense, a great love of words, a seemingly endless 
capacity for hard work, enormous pride, great sensitivity, an occasional 
cool arrogance, and a brain so quick and changeable that half-finished 
sentences were left abandoned and forgotten in mid-air”. Before his re- 
tirement when Robert was 15 years old, his children saw practically 
nothing of him except during the holidays. He was either absent on his 
professional duties or writing, “always writing,” demonstrating to Robert 
and his other children that literature was not just a distraction but a way 
of life. Robert said about his father, “he tried to mold me in an outworn 
[poetry] tradition...he worked hard but was hopelessly dreamy and un- 
practical and absentminded....1 do admire him—even when he’s most 
hopelessly and pathetically wrong-minded.” 


Being born of a dishonest mother 
Who knew one thing and thought the other, 
A father too whose golden touch 
Was ‘think small, please all, compass much’, 
He was hard put to it to unwind 
The early swaddlings of his mind.... 
from The Taint 


His father was an older man when Robert was born—he was aged 45 
years in 1895. © 0% may relate to both to his father’s age and to the five 
children of his father’s second marriage being born into a family which 
included another five from an earlier marriage. His father apparently made 
no tiresome demands on him, helped his son get his early poems pub- 
lished, and was proud of him whatever he did, though compared to his 
mother he was more detached. He knew when to let his son become an 
independent adult in his own right. His mother, loving not wisely but too 
well, could never let her children go. He died before he and his son could 
be reconciled. Robert, a rebellious son, increasingly came to resemble the 
father he once despised, both father and son earning a fine reputation both 
as poets and for their intense interest in Celtic literature. 

© 0 4 also came out in Robert’s need to have people to hero-worship. 
Throughout his life, beginning early on at Charterhouse with the boy who 
introduced him to boxing; then with George Mallory, the master who took 
him mountain climbing and who is a permanent hero in mountainecring 
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annuls for his brave attempt on Everest; to Siegfried Sassoon who pub- 
licly stood up against those who declared ‘war is right’; and Lawrence of 
Arabia who rejected fame and fortune for anonymity as Aircraftsman 
Shaw in the lowest ranks of the RAF; his deepest friendships usually in- 
cluded a strong element of hero-worship. Does this not indicate a continu- 
ing need for a substitute to fill the gap left by his too-busy-writing father? 

% o& MK—not an obvious aspect without recourse to the draconic 
chart—is related to forced changes in the status quo. There is often a 
conflict between the desire for freedom and the constraints of one’s cir- 
cumstances. Tension steadily builds until something is forced to give, 
either one’s health collapses or there is a sudden escape, a release from 
prison, an abrupt separation from the situation that had become so re- 
strictive. We see this when Graves joined the army me 
rather than continue his schooling; when he left Eng- 
land to settle in Majorca, separating himself from the 
conservative middle-class life into which he had been 
born but was unsuited for, so brilliantly described in 
Good-bye to All That, in his forced kicking-of-heels 
when back in England from 1936 to 1945 due to the 
military activities of first Franco and then Hitler; and oN HX 
in his final separation from Laura Riding. ~ <a 

© 0 —another cross-dimensional aspect—made 
Graves seem a rebel and eccentric to others. He had a strong need to free 
himself from limitations and restraint in order to express himself fully, He 
did this in escaping from his restrictive marriage to Nancy and in quitting 
England for Majorca. Once free, he could be as original, unconventional 
and offbeat as he dared. 

@ is extremely important in Graves’ horoscope. Being in a cadent 
house and a mutable Sign we might be tempted to ignore her as unimpor- 
tant, but she is opposite the Q and hence to be considered at 0° =, in the 
initial degree of her own Sign, in the draconic zodiac. She is also 0 ¥ 
(and B), * XK, exactly 2 © (almost as distant as she can be) and z », 
These two semisquares, to © and %, place 2 plumb at the center of these 
planets, at their midpoint. 

Are true poets ever born without a dominant 2? This is a cardinal 9, 
irrespective of her Tl location in the standard, solar zodiac. @ is at the 
©/*> midpoint from where she aspects both bodies, a midpoint aspect of 
above-average strength. Ebertin associated it with suppression of the 
feelings, separation of lovers, and love-sickness. A cynic could say that 
anyone who spent so much time writing love poems clearly suffered from 
love sickness. A reading through the events in Graves’ life will clearly 
confirm the validity of all three of Ebertin’s interpretations. 
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2 O¥ relates to his constant search for the beautiful, for his romantic 
ideal. He was always falling in love, being infatuated in turn with each of 
a long series of Goddess-look-alikes, and just as often having his illusions 
shattered when the female in question proved herself all-too-human. 


simply reflections or aspects of her. His mother had a x’ ) and 

so too did Nancy and Laura, while his other long-term love, 
Beryl, who outlasted all others, was born with the ) in the opposing Sign. 
Given his life-long devotion to the Goddess, it is surely no coincidence 
that there is this emphasis on the ) in X%—the Sign associated with the ) 
in the ancient 12-god rulership scheme (see my Twelve Gods & Seven 
Planets’). 

Graves remained passionately attached to his mother throughout his 
life, treating her always with affection and fundamental respect. He said 
it was to her he owed his ability as a writer; not to his poet father, and 
described her as being “so adoring and so possessive.” 

She was born Amalie Elizabeth Sophie von Ranke on December 15, 
1857 in London, time unknown (© and ) in %, 4 o B in 3). A high- 
minded, strict and rather narrow idealist, with a strong sense of duty, she 
placed her children under pressure to succeed in life, and subjected them 
to intense moral pressure (her K at 26°10’ & is square her son’s o). 

His first physical love, Nancy, was the daughter of the artist William 
Nicholson, Robert met her when she was 16-year-old volunteer farm-girl, 
a spirited and independent girl with dark eyes and dark hair. They mar- 
ried shortly after the end of the war and for a time the pair were deliri- 
ously happy. Robert ceased to write bitter poems about death and de- 
struction. Instead songs began to flow from his pen: 


A BOY’S FIRST love is invariably his mother, later loves are often 


Allie, call the birds in, 
The birds from the sky. 
Allie calls, Allie sings, 
Down they all fly... 
from Country Sentiment 


Nancy was born September 13, 1899 in Oxford, time unknown—O© TT? 
) #; + & PB with her 4 opposing Robert’s ¥. I suspect this is a diurnal 
chart with ~ rising, which ties in with his Q rising and places both B and 
¥ in her Vth house. 

After the marriage his relations with his parents were not entirely 
easy—they found some of his new socialist ideas (from Nancy) extremely 


” Considerations X1:4 
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strange. Increasingly he came to rely on his young wife and if she was 
absent he became increasingly distracted. She, in turn, came to see him as 
a big, brilliant, boastful child to be humored and indulged. For a while 
Robert and Nancy appeared to have much in common and they tried to 
live in an enchanted world in which innocence and artistic ambition could 
flourish side by side; but reality kept breaking in. Nancy tumed out to be 
all too English (by Napoleon’s definition)—she wanted Robert to be a 
shopkeeper. The stresses of married life in which four children were born 
in quick succession, together with the recurrence of shell-shock, the years 
of poverty and constant borrowing due to his inability to support himself 
by his writings, began to poison their relationship. They made Nancy ill 
with worry, and they introduced a form of personality crisis in Graves 
himself. 

Before the war everything had seemed clear and straightforward. After 
it, although he won for himself the reputation of being an interesting minor 
poet, certainty after certainty was stripped away, until prior to going to 
Egypt in 1925 he had begun to feel as though a process of personal 
disintegration had begun. Laura Riding helped him become whole again. 


Brooklyn, NY; time unknown), was by far the most important of 

several muses. Laura was a highly manipulative woman, capable 
of inspiring both passionate devotion and passionate hatred. She was at 
first Graves’ salvation, but ultimately she came close to destroying him. 
From being wax in Nancy’s hands, Robert became wholly in Laura’s 
power. 


| AURA RIDING (born Laura Reichenthal on January 16, 1901 in 


Dominated throughout his childhood by the moral force of his virtu- 
ous and loving mother, he could only find happiness when he could 
love and obey someone else as he had loved and obeyed her— 
provided that this love and obedience did not bring him too much 
pain and guilt, and did not clash too uncomfortably with his 
remarkable intellectual and artistic gifts, Nancy’s unthinking icono- 
clasm had removed much of his guilt; but although she had consid- 
erable artistic gifis, she was no intellectual match for Robert, and 
could never sit very comfortably on the pedestal which he had 
erected for her. Laura, on the other hand, was a woman of formida- 
ble intellect, whom Robert was able whole-heartedly to respect. ... In 
his shell-shocked and partially disintegrated state of mind she was 
all that he could desire.* 


8 R.P. Graves. Op.cit. pp. 37-38. 


47 


Gillman: Robert Graves 


Laura Riding was born with 96 ¢ 4 £ YI and Kk YP. I suspect 
she was born between eight and nine in the evening, with possibly 6°17 
rising and the ) close to K in the IVth, « P; these three square Graves’ 
and Q at 15° TIVH. Her Q is square his ), and her £ (true) squares his \. 

The © at her birth is appropriately the descending degree of Robert’s 
chart when it is relocated to Majorca, where she took him. 

1928 saw a painful rebirth for Robert, which stretched over many 
months, and a change from spiritual desolation to fresh growth on the 
sunny olive terraces of a Majorcan village. It involved both writing about 
his earlier life in a way bound to cause great offense and a messy separa- 
tion from Nancy and his children. He scattered profound misery and even 
despair in his wake, and did so with a profound joy and a sense of per- 
sonal renewal. In deserting his wife and children, he came to “the sensible 
conclusion that life was to be lived rather than endured.” 

When he first met Laura he was in a fundamentally unhappy state: 
with a failing marriage, a fading literary career, and the alarming convic- 
tion that his personality was fragmenting. Although he thought of himself 
as a radical he remained in part a prisoner of his conventional past, and at 
times felt trapped by the moral weight of his family and friends who had 
so often saved him from destitution. Laura rescued him from his mar- 
riage, his family and friends and all they represented, offered him sexual 
delights he had not before experienced and acted as an intellectual and 
spiritual midwife not only to a kind of personal rebirth but also to his 
writing Good-bye to All That, a work of genius which made him famous. 

We’re told that Laura Riding, self-willed, domineering and intractable, 
was blessed with an invincible faith in her ability to influence events. She 
believed herself to be the goddess Finality (photographs of her on Ma- 
jorca rather suggest, to this writer, the witch from Hansel and Gretel). 
The truth was in her, she said, for others to discover. Her business was to 
reveal it through the imposition of an exacting mental discipline on those 
who were willing to accept her guidance. 


Laura undoubtedly had power: and it was not a very pleasant power 
at times. Dressed in a black cape, with something round her head, 
she could look truly sinister: she then became tight and ugly and 
horrible. That was when she used her will for wrong ends: there is 
something genuinely evil about that’. 


T. E. Lawrence, appalled by her apparent domination of a “bewitched 
and bitched” Graves, described a manipulative woman with Circe’s taste 
for turning her adorers into slavish swine. 


° Dorothy Simmons. Laura Riding and George Ellidge. Arthur Barker, 1934. 
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Graves himself described Laura accurately (according to those who 
knew her) when writing of Livia in J Claudius: 


The sharpness of her wit and the graciousness of her manners de- 
ceived nearly everybody. But nobody really liked her: malignity 
commands respect, not liking. She had the faculty for making ordi- 
nary easy-going people feel acutely conscious in her presence of their 
intellectual and moral shortcomings.... also ruthlessly manipulates 
others to serve her own ends, and is generally successful in doing 


so. 


Laura was an intensely powerful spirit. A woman possessing great 
magnetism, she was intellectually arrogant and uncommonly belligerent, 
someone who seemed to need to dominate and 
manipulate others: a spider spinning its web 
out of itself, trapping her dutiful followers into 
a web of moral obligation. 

Yet Graves certainly regarded her “as a 
kind of deity, wanting to walk in the shining 
light of her presence. He wanted everything he 
wrote to be submitted to the critical scrutiny of 
her brilliant mind.” 

However, she soon became sexually disen- 
chanted with someone she could so easily con- 
trol; and, although for all kinds of reasons she 
continued living with him, she did so in the 
light of her new philosophy that “bodies had had their day” and “sexual 
intercourse is now passé.” 


SHE IS NO LIAR 


She is no liar, yet she will wash away 
Honey from her lips, blood from her shadowy hand, 
And, dressed at dawn in clean white robes will say, 
Trusting the ignorant world to understand: 
“Such things no longer are; this is today.’ 
Collected Poems 1975, 


This set up new conflicts in his mind between his devotion to her, 
whom he regarded as a manifestation of the Goddess and thus a source of 
ultimate or ‘final wisdom’, and his steadily increasing but largely subcon- 
scious, resentment of her manipulating treatment. Where this conflict sur- 
faced in his dreams, it produced terrifying visions. When it surfaced in 
his literary work, as in his novels and in his poetry, its emotional force had 
a powerfully beneficial effect on the quality of what he produced. 
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was inevitable; but it was made much easier by the presence of a 

new partner, Beryl. Graves was fortunate that for the rest of his 
long life he retained the support and companionship of a woman who 
proved to be not only constantly dependable but fiercely loyal. The key to 
his life with Beryl, during which his works included The White Goddess 
and King Jesus, lies in the highly memorable poem he wrote Jn dedication 
to the poetic Muse, which begins: 


IS FINAL BREAK from Riding in 1939 was as difficult as it 


All saints revile her, and all sober men 
Ruled by the God Apollo’s golden mean— 
In scorn of which I sailed to find her 
In distant regions likeliest to hold her 
Whom I desired above all things to know, 
Sister of the mirage and echo.... 
from The White Goddess 


Beryl must also have been an immensely strong woman, but she was 
perhaps more loving, more level-headed and certainly far less selfish than 
her predecessor. Certainly she provided Robert, for the first time in his 
life, a loving, uncomplicated partnership in which there were no tests, no 
ordeals, no quixotic ambitions. 

She was born a twin in Hampstead, London on February 22, 1915 (O 
4, DI: fo Kin =, 4 Do B &; her Q is conjunct Robert’s € and her ¥ 
is on his ©). She seems to have recognized that Robert’s romances were, 
truly infatuations: sudden, unusual and impermanent, his 2 * X. He 
wanted to be free to experience any form of exciting relationship, espe- 
cially those with seemingly unobtainable women; to go out and fly his kite 
in every thunderstorm that promised to excite his imagination. Beryl al- 
lowed this. She appears to have been willing to cope with all of his leonine 
faults; willing to put up with his romantic escapades, which she recog- 
nized as necessary illusions, food for his poetry; knowing he would always 
return to her. Margot, Julia, Cindy, Juli and the rest were stimuli: muses 
that passed in the night. Beryl treated them as friends, scolded them if 
they seemed to treat Robert unkindly. With her he was “once again living 
in that haunted land of inspiration and moon-magic in which every poet 
seeks a fresh Muse when the present one has turned beldamish.”"° 

The influence of Beryl on his work was swift and profound. 1939 
marks the start of a new phase in his poetry which set him on the road to 
fame as one of Britain’s greatest love poets. 


'0 RP. Graves. Op. Cit. p. 298. 
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And somehow through this continuing stream of females, preserved by 
them, the abstract ideal of the one Female remained ever present in the 
poet’s imagination. His many loves were simply facets of his one love, his 
many romantic dabblings substitutes for the single ever-continuing ro- 
mance of the Goddess. Whether identified in the horoscope by 9, by the ) 
or by the §, to Robert Graves she was the embodiment of all that was 
beautiful and loving. But this superhuman lady, like her human reflec- 
tions, could also be willful and cruel. He suffered much gladly at her feet. 

It has been suggested’! that Graves fitted Riding and his later muses 
“into a fantasy of powerful, unobtainable womanhood which can be traced 
all the way back to his childish awe of Amy Graves”, his mother. 
Whether this is so or not, § & ) at his birth can clearly be associated with 
this explanation. All his muses caused him great emotional damage, a 
distress he willingly courted for the sake of his poetry and which he con- 
sidered an occupational hazard. 


Figure 2: Robert Graves’ birth chart at Deja, Majorca 
11° 43° 
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NYONE READING descriptions of the events in Graves’ long 
life will appreciate that the talent he was born with was activated 
by the upheavals he experienced both during the war and in his 
private life. © 0 % appears to have been dominant in his early life, ) o & 
and & § in later years. 


"See Miranda Seymour. Robert Graves: Life on the Edge. 1995, New York: 
Henry Holt & Co. p. 415. 
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By uprooting himself from the environment into which he had been 
born—Good-bye to All That—to settle on the isle of Majorca, Graves 
moved fully into the domain of the Goddess. Not only are the Balearic 
Islands among Her mythic dwelling places, but in relocating there his 
horoscope changes from a diurnal one to become nocturnal. 

In and around London Graves had a {2 ascendant with the © above the 
horizon. It was a diurnal chart. Both the © and the ascendant are 0 %, an 
aspect dominating all else. Life in England was a constant struggle. His 
health was frequently poor, his finances at best meager. 

By relocating to Majorca the ascendant moves back into late & and the 
© is now below the horizon. It is night, the )’s domain, and the ) and her 
aspects now predominate, as do those of the other nocturnal bodies, @ and 
o&. ©0 > is much less important. 

My use of the draconic zodiac here to identify certain not-otherwise- 
apparent aspects in Graves’ chart is due to the emphasis the ) has. The 
usual zodiac commences from the ©’s { at 0° T, where the © crosses the 
equator when seemingly rising from a southerly declination to a northern 
one at the vernal equinox. This can be termed the Solar Zodiac. The )’s 
Q indicates the point where the ) similarly changes from a southern decli- 
nation to a northern one. A zodiac commencing from this point may be 
termed a Lunar Zodiac. In Majorca Graves had a nocturnal chart, one in 
which the © is still below the horizon. The Lunar Zodiac then becomes 
meaningful. 

Robert Graves was brought up within a literary family (2 TI rules the 
IC from the IIIrd) in which it was taken for granted that artistic achieve- 
ments (o* Q rules the MC) were of great importance. He found from an 
early age that writing poetry (2 Tl ° QO ¥ and ? ¢ 4 in XIIth) helped him 
cope with both external pressure and internal conflict (O 0 %, ¢ )K), ena- 
bling him to alchemize (K x 2, O ¥ « B) such unhappy experiences as be- 
ing bullied during his early years at Charterhouse and being present in the 
trenches at the nightmare battles of Loos and the Somme () ¢ o’) into 
poetic gold (O ) 2). This he did by achieving “exact poetic truth, in a 
timeless world beyond normal realty” (£ ° o, ¢ D). 


I stood beneath the wall 
And there defied them all. 
The stones they cast I caught 
And alchemized with thought 
Into such lumps of gold 
As dreaming misers hold.... 
from Assault Heroic 
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Appendix 


The following tables list known events in the long life of Robert Graves. 
They have been culled from different biographical sources to provide a quick 
summary of his life, year by year. Events are detailed in the sequence in which 
they occurred within the year, where this is known. Each year starts on July 
24th in the stated calendar year and continues to the following July 23rd—these 
are Gravesian years. Readers should find this data suitable for evaluating such 
prediction techniques as solar returns, age harmonics and the septenary. 

Solar returns for key years are illustrated. 


14 1909 


15 


Year 


1895 
1899 
1901 
1902 


1903 
1905 
1906 


1907 
1908 


1910 


1911 


1912 


1913 


Events in Graves’ life during the year 
Birth. Visit to Germany. 
Brother Charles born. Scarlet fever, two months in hospital 
First went to school 
To new school. Caned. Double-pneumonia. Measles. = 
Collected coins. 
Brother John born. Change of schools. 
Embarrassed in girls’ school while waiting for his sisters. 
Grandfather died. To boarding school. 
Won prize at school. Wrote his first poetry. 
Translating poems by Catillus. Interest in Welsh poet 
To Charterhouse—oppression of his spirit. Utterly alienated. 
Unpopular at school, bullied. Very unhappy. 
Father retired. Very unhappy at school. Asked parents to take 
him away from it; they Iet him down. Felt unwanted. Bullied. 
Heart trouble diagnosed. Pretended insanity. Decided he 
would become a poet. Confirmed in the Church of England. 
Began boxing. Religious doubts. At Poetry Society. Becoming | 
more self-confident. Nose fractured playing rugby. 
To Brussels. Frightened there by girl who tried to make love 
to him. At school platonic love for younger boy. Climbing in 
Snowdon with George Mallory, one of his masters. 
House-monitor at school. Edits school magazine. Wins boxing 
championship. Wins Classical Exhibition to St. Johns, Ox- 
ford. Skiing in Germany. Climbing in Snowdon. Problems 
with authorities at school. 
Left Charterhouse. Wandering in the Welsh hills. Dreads 
going to Oxford, having had enough schooling. Joins army. 
Hit by lightening, via telephone. Impatient to get to the war in 
France. His poetry criticized as being old-fashioned. Boxing. 
To France. In the trenches and under fire for the first time. 
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Solar Return for 1915 birthplace, no precession 
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Events during the year 


In trenches. Sordid and impermanent. Brief leave, spent 
walking in the Welsh hills. Back to the trenches. His letters 
home published in The Spectator. At battle of Loos. Little 
sleep. Suicidal feelings. Black depression. Apathetic. Pro- 
moted to captain. Friends killed. First meets Siegfried Sas- 
soon. Nose operation while on leave. Buys cottage in Wales. 
Poetry. First met Nancy Nicholson, his future wife. Returns to 
France in time for the Battle of the Somme—wounded eight 
times and believed dead. 

On his 21st birthday his parents told he’s dead. Reads his own 
obituary in The Times. Convalescing. Writing novel and po- 
etry. Fit again, rejoins his regiment in England. His elegy to 
the poet David Thomas is published. Returns to France. 
Bronchitis. Hospitalized home. Very cold and miserable. In 
love with his nurse. Has a relapse, the delayed effect of shell- 
shock. Shocked by news that Dick, his school-love, is involved 
in homosexual scandal. Sassoon publicly rejects War. Gets 
himself released from hospital, although in poor health still, 
to help Sassoon avoid court-martial. 
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24 


Owen. He and Nancy marry. Plans to have a farm. Baby con- 
ceived. Death of mother-in-law. Sassoon is wounded. 


1918 


1919 


Brother-in-law killed. Poetry. Armistice. Wilfred Owen killed. 
Daughter Jenny born. To Ireland with army. Spanish flu. De- 
mobilized. Flu, then septic pneumonia: close to death. Happy 
and care-free though in shell-shocked state. 


Shell-shocked. Socialism. Financial pressures and ill health. 
To Oxford University, studying English Literature on gov- 
ernment grant. Living at John Mansfield’s, in cottage. Son 
David born. Becomes friends with T. E. Lawrence. Published 
book of poems fails financially. This prompts him to stop try- 
ing to write poetry for commercial success. 


25 


1920 


Nancy wants a shop, RG helps organize and start it. An ex- 
pensive, time-wasting mistake. Shopkeeping; no studying or 
poetry. Depressed. Poor. Sleepless. Flu. In debt. Bronchitis. 
Shop fails. Has to borrow to pay debts. Shell-shock continues, 
sees nerve specialist who advises he stop work and studies. 
Offered professorship at Oxford but turns it down when uni- 
versity insist Nancy stop wearing breeches. Obsessed by the 
15th-century poet John Skelton. 


27 1922 


1921 


Moves to ideal cottage in Islip, bought by mother. Unhappy. 
Writing criticism. Confused. Daughter Catherine born. Death 
of two elder friends. Alicnating many of his closest friends. 


Publishes first prose book, On English Poetry. Depression. 
“Full Moon” poem. Influenced by Basanta Mallde, a Bengali 
philosopher. Turns down Oxford lectureship when vetoed by 
Nancy who doesn’t want him away. Seeing ghosts. 


Edits magazine for one issue. Son Sam born. 


| 


Death of George Mallory on Everest. Poem wins silver medal 
at the Olympics. Writing a novel about Moses, advertising 
rhymes, and translating Dutch and German carols—in great 
need for money. Continuing failure, identity crisis. Nancy in 
state of nervous ill-health undermines his relations with his 


ae 


1925 


With T. S. Eliot planning joint book about modernist poetry. 
Nancy has a nervous collapse—she needs a warm, dry cli- 
mate. First meets Laura Riding. With her, Nancy and the 
children to Egypt on 3-year contract as Professor of English 
Literature, Cairo University. Financial security but a conven- 
tional way of life he finds distasteful. Writes “The Shout”. Has 
a perpetual stomach upset there. Breaks his contract, causing 
difficulties for those who helped get him the post. 


ke Poetic Unreason published. Receives his B. Litt. 
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1927 
1928 


Figure 4: 1928 Solar Return. Birthplace, no precession 
mean § 26°27’ Mh (O §xc'), true £ 19°06’ Mh (° o) 
Yo eH, & Fx; b & Br; Ko MC. 
The return’s ASC is Graves’ relocated ASC at Majorca, 
to where he moved the following year. 


Events in Graves’ life during the year 

Back in England, living as a ménage a trois. No money. 
Moves to London with Laura. In love. First retrospective pub- 
lished. Future of Swearing published. 

With Laura to Vienna. Writing Lawrence book, 18 hours 
daily. He and Laura return to Islip, resume ménage 4 trois. 
Great success of Lawrence book allows purchase of printing 
press. Seizin Press founded. Printing. Breaks with T. S. Eliot. 
Ménage a quatre begins with inclusion of Geoffrey Phipps. 
Publishing. Emotional crisis, scandal. Laura Riding in love 
with Phipps. She pushes RG back to Nancy. Phipps goes back 
to his wife. RG, LR and Nancy chase to France and reclaim 
him. LR jumps from window—breaking pelvis and 3 bones in 
spine. RG jumps after her. Accused of attempted murder. 
Nancy living with Phipps. RG loses his children, Phipps now 
their father. Nursing LR back to health. Writing Good-bye to 
All That. Parents and friends shocked by scandals. 
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Events in Graves’ life during the year 


34 1929 | Completes autobiography—it is a best seller relieving all 
financial pressures. Quarrels with Sassoon over it. Scandal 
continues. LR and RG to France, then to Deya, Majorca. 
Formally renounces his rights to his four children. 
1930 | With LR visits England, and sees Nancy and the children. 
Back to Majorca. His play But Jt Still Goes On has a devastat- 
ing effect on his father, while his poems shock his mother. 
Exasperated by father’s autobiography. Angry at his mother 
for persuading Nancy not to let David come to Majorca. 
Building a new house. 
Moves into Canellum house. Father dies. Subservient to LR, 
worshipping her, but their relationship deteriorates. LR deny- 
ing her own body sexually to RG procures him a lusty German 
girl, Elfriede. Elfriede becomes pregnant and LR arranges an 
abortion. Novel flops. Triangle of RG, LR and Norman Cam- 
eron until NC falls in love with Elfriede and leaves with her. 
1932 | Bad period. Gives property to LR. She has plans for a hotel 
and begins building a road, the cost of which creates a finan- 
cial crisis and a continuing struggle to survive. Sexual frus- 
tration as Laura decides sex is passé. Reading about Rome, 
writing Claudius novel. Dispute with publisher. LR is ill. 
1933 | No money. Suffering. Road is washed away. J Claudius pub- 
lished; recognized as an outstanding achievement. Mother 
visits. 
1934 | Claudius the God published, another critical and commercial 
success. Good money. Quarrels with his publisher. Begins 
diary. Buys house. Writing Antigua, Penny Puce. Abortive 
film version of Claudius. Wins Hawthorden Prize. T. E. Law- 
rence killed. 
Epilogue published. In ill health. LR is ill. Writing Lawrence 
biography. Franco and the Spanish Civil War. Shooting on 
the island. 
Forced to hurriedly leave Majorca. Bombings. London. Film- 
ing of Claudius; at studios, writing script. Friends with his 
children again. Virtually unoccupied; restless, depressed. Cut 
off from his home and work. Sore throat, headaches, recurring 
boils. Bad dreams, premonitions of disaster. Feels he is going 
mad; trapped in a kind of emotional limbo, heightened by 
years of sexual frustration. Meets Nancy again. Worries over 
his daughter Jenny, now a 17-year-old showgirl, pregnant, 
with VD. LR is involved with ‘woman-power.’ Period in 
Switzerland avoiding UK taxes. Waiting for things to happen. 
Dental treatment. Physically and emotionally exhausted. First 
meets Beryl. Money scarce. In hospital, operation to remove 
fistula. Writing Count Belasarius. | 
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Events in Graves’ life during the year 


Writing Count Belasarius. Newspapers say he is being con- 
sidered for the Nobel Literature Prize—didn’t get it. Moves 
house in London. Seeks police protection when husband of 
friend threatens to kill RG, LR and the friend. Beryl and Alan 
Hodge marry. Cat dies. Impacted wisdom tooth removed. 
Over-tired. Begins dictionary work. Given wrong tax advice. 
Concern that LR should gain recognition for her work. Moves 
to Rennes in France—delighted to be out of England. 


Bike-riding. Dictionary work. Falls in love with Beryl. LR’s 
Collected Poems published. Money problems. Imminence of 
war. Count Belasarius wins him a prize. To USA. Watches as 
LR falls in love with Jackson Schuyler. Nightmare. Pretense 
and helpless terror: the scales fall from his eyes all at once. 
Schuyler’s wife, Kit, accused by LR of being a witch, is driven 
mad, put in an asylum, and beaten physically. 


: a 
ae 
scone 
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Figure 5: 1938 Solar Return birthplace, no precession. 
mean § 13° 21” &, true £ 8°56’ 6 
Oo do P in XIth; ¥ o Me (6 Hp) P 4 (o Qa); Mo? As (o My). 


58 


Considerations XII:2 


Events in Graves’ life during the year 


1939 | Leaves US in state of complete misery; LR and Beryl stay. To 


Wales, reconciles with his family. Writes children’s play. No 
1940 


money. Distraught, muddled; on edge of a nervous breakdown 
4 1942 


prompted by series of letters from LR. LR then writes dismiss- 
Figure 4: 1943 Solar Return. Birthplace, no precession. 


ing him, Beryl, now back, starts living with RG. In love and 
happy, baby conceived. Expects to become involved in W.W.II 
fighting, but fails medical. Writes Sgt Lamb. Publishes Long 
Weekend. Exceptionally busy writing—relentless, persistent 
and regular writing, needing to raise money. 
Son William born. Writes the second Sgt Lamb book. Solvent. 
Son David is killed in the war; very bitter about it. Becomes a 
grandfather. Golden Fleece being written. Milton book and 
Reader over my Shoulder published. In a state of furious ex- 
citement, his mind running at a furious rate. 

Lucia born. Has an overwhelming obsession to say something 
on the Goddess theme. Difficult time. Little work done. Sells 
film rights. Writes a frenzied first draft of The White Goddess, 
but publisher rejects it. Needing money. 


7 
8 
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| Age Year Events in Graves’ life during the year 

49 1944 | Golden Fleece published. Son Juan born. Daughter married. 
Heightened imagination, expanding White Goddess. Com- 

pletes King Jesus, Writing Seven Days in New Crete. 

50 1945 | Driven and obsessed by The White Goddess—” the autobiogra- 

phy of my soul.” War ends. Impatient to return to Majorca.. 

Finishes White Goddess. Tedious, time-consuming formalities 

to get visa. Publisher again rejects White Goddess. Poems 

ublished. Returns to Majorca. 

Happy, relaxed. King Jesus published. Changes his US pub- 

lishers, Finally gets the Majorca house under his own name. 

Bitten by viper, extreme pain; leg still swollen a month later. 


52 1947 | Son William has a bike accident—in local hospital, then to 
Barcelona for treatment. Visits London. Mother has cancer. 
53 1948 | White Goddess published. LR surrenders all rights to the 


books she and RG wrote together...but then some difficulties 
with her, rows. Thinking about writing a new book on Jesus. 
1949 | Visits London. Writing Nazarene. His Occupation, Writer is 
ublished. Divorced from Nancy. He and Beryl marry. 
Meets Judith, a new muse. Completes Nazarene Gospel Re- 
stored.. In love. Judith stays. His mother dies. 
Hires tutor for William. Living in Palma during the week so 
children can attend school. Becomes involved with Will Price 
and films, writing a film script. 
1952 | The relationship with Judith ends. Son Tomas born. Chest | 
infection. Expense of having to rebuy his own land. 
[ 58 1953 | Nazarene Gospel Restored is published and ferociously at- 
tacked. Judith back in the picture, but she disappoints him. 
Meets a new friend, Alastair Reid. Having difficulties getting 
Greek Myths published. 
59 1954 | Gives the Clark Lectures at Cambridge, the most significant 
form of academic recognition he had yet achieved—they out- 
raged virtually everyone. Son William goes away to school in 
England. Film possibilities. Sues and wins case against Naza- 
rene Gospel reviewer. 
60 1955 | Works on TV script. Interest in mushrooms starts. Ava Gard- 
ner & John Wain visit. Enjoying his fame as a poet. To 
England, now certain Claudius film will be made. 
61 1956 | Writes They Hanged my Saintly Billy. Film dream is still 
alive. Financial problems prompt a smash-&-grab lecture tour 
of US universities. Translating the //iad. Visits London. 
Declines offer of OBE. Very busy. 


62 1957 | Poems published. Meets Auden. US lectures, Israel visit. 
Writing Broadway musical, Solomon and Sheba. 
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Year 


Events in Graves’ life during the year 


Film offer. To Israel. Daughter Jenny has appendicitis. RG 
has stomach infection, which leaves him very weak. Writes 
libretto for musical with Jenny. TV feature film is shot at his 
home. Meets Margot—emotional crisis. 


1959 


Prostate operation in London, it does not go well—massive 
blood transfusions possibly damaged his brain. Writes play 
about T. E. Lawrence. Row with Alastair Reid. To US, where 
he receives the Poetry Society ‘s gold medal —”it wasn’t 
made of gold”. With Wasson takes psilocybin, extract of 
(sacred) mushroom; excited by the possibilities of hallucino- 
gens. Receives Foyles Poetry Award in London. Generally in 
the news all year. Battle of letters with John Wain. University 
of Buffalo buys his poetry manuscripts. Takes LSD, which 
made him ill; decides to take no more drugs. | 
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1960 


Advisor on Lawrence of Arabia film. Visits London. His po- 
ems for children are published. At the peak of his fame. Inter- 
est in Sufism. Elected Professor of Poetry at Oxford. Given 
MA by decree. Much poetry. James Reeves attacks him. Se- 
ries of catastrophes. Trouble with Alastair Reid who runs off 
with Margot. Beryl in hospital. To US. Reducing weight. 


66 


1961 


Opera based on Homer's Daughter is performed. Makes TV 
film in Greece, Nearly wins Nobel Prize. Very busy. Poetry. 
Fame. Waiting for Margot to return. Gives Latin oration at 
Oxford. Sufism. Cosmic consciousness. Thoughts of the 
Black Goddess, the goddess of wisdom, who comes only after 
the trials of the White Goddess are experienced. Rejects prime 
minister’s offer of Companion of Literature. 
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1962 


1963 


1964 


Describes the Black Goddess. Margot returns, again in- 
volved with her. Happy. To US. Sees Margot once there; en- 
gaged in a violent struggle of wills with her. Distraught. End 
of Margot as his muse. Money is late coming from his agent. 
Feeling old and tired. Hebrew Myths published. Daughter 
Jennie dies; a cruel surprise. Has a new muse, Cindy. 

His agent’s investments are an international financial scandal. 
Informs Beryl he’s leaving her. With Cindy in Mexico. In 
love. Poetry. Returns to Beryl, in shock and exhausted. 
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1966 


1965 


His Collected Poems are published. His agent is arrested. 
Loses much money. No longer has to pay UK taxes. Lectures 
at Oxford. Reaches his final, quasi-mystical, view of poetry. 
Aware of an illusionary relationship with Cindy. 

Gives memorial address for John Mansfield. Involved in a 
controversy over Omar Khayyan. Buys Mexican house for 
himself and Cindy. Operation to remove gall bladder. 
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Figure 7: 


1961 Solar Return birthplace, no precession 
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Events in Graves’ life during the year 


Embarrassed by Cindy. III health caused by being disillu- 
sioned about her. His faith in her is now broken. Visits Aus- 
tralia, Hungary and Moscow. Juli is his new muse. 


Declares himself very opposed to all drugs, including “pot”. 
His village makes him an adopted son, giving him much 
pleasure. To Mexico, where he wins Olympic Gold Medal for 
his poetry. Accepts offer of the Queen’s Medal for Poetry. 


1969 


Unhappy when Cindy sells his letters to her to university. 
Visits Mexico. Unhappy about the hippies on Majorca. Visits 
Hungary. A most calamitious summer—Juli has an affair. 
Visits London. Brother Charles dies. Visits Yugoslavia. 
Headaches and dizziness. Nose operation. Depressing time, 
feeling his memory and concentration are slipping slowly 
away. Virus infection. Ear-ache, stomach and throat aches. 


Giddiness. Writing poetry. 


Cindy appeals for money but he refuses her. Another nose 
operation, in London. 


In poor health 


78 


76 | 1971 
77_{ 1972 


1973 


Visits Hungary. Attacked by Riding in magazine article. 
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Events in Graves’ life during the year 

1974 | Visits Poland and Hungary 

1975 | His final Collected Poems published. The concentration 
needed to write poems completely lost. Sister Clarissa dies. 
Visits Poland. In poor health. Claudius is being shot for TV. 
1976 | Nancy, his ex-wife, dies. Granddaughter born. Preoccupied 
with his old war experiences, concerned that he killed many 
men. Visits Poland. Stops talking about poetry. 

Friend James Reeve dies. Visits London. —] 
1978 | Friend Alan Hodge, Beryl’s previous husband, dies. 
1979 | Brother John dies. 

Publication of biography by Seymour-Smith. 
Dies on December 7, 1985 at Deya in Majorca 


Experiential Astrology: 
The Planets and the Chakras 
PRIER WINTLE 


HAKRA is an Indian name for a power center associated with 
the subtle body of man. I will use it here, even though I shall be 
WW) dealing with the subject from the Western point of view, because 
it is the name by which it has become most widely known and 
accepted. However, there are some drawbacks in its use. Everyone knows 
what we are talking about as soon as we say the word, but unfortunately, 
due to garbled, popularized and Westernized versions of Hindu teachings 
which have become current, most people also know a lot of other things 
as soon as they hear it, and these things are not necessarily factual. For 
instance, if I were to say to you that there are six chakras, or nine chakras, 
or eight chakras, you would immediately know that I was wrong. You 
have all heard from Swami so-&-so that there are seven. Yet strangely 
enough if you take the trouble to study the Indian texts yourselves you will 
find that they don’t always limit themselves precisely to this number. The 
number varies according to the approach being adopted. Some texts only 
mention six. Others speak of eight, or even more. 

The teaching that there are power centers in the body is one that is by 
no means limited to Indian sources. It is widespread throughout the world. 
The alchemists spoke of them as the seven metals and seven interior stars 
associated with the seven traditional planets of astrology and the metals 
attributed to them. They turn up in the teachings of Carlos Castaneda’s 
Mexican sorcerer Don Juan, who speaks of eight. The witches knew of 
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eight or nine, calling them 
Power Knots. The exact place- 
ment of theindividual centers 
varies. The well-known Indian 
series begins at the base of the 
spine and ends two inches above 
the crown of the head. The 
Qabalists, however, who make 
use of five, speak of one above 
the crown of the head, one at the 
neck, one at the heart, one at the 
genitals, and one below the soles 
of the feet. Many Indian yogic 
texts omit the Sahasrara or 
Crown Chakra above the head and speak of the Ajna between the eye- 
brows as the highest, thus employing only six. Moreover, they are not 
unanimous even about the placement of these six. The Theosophist Bishop 
C. W. Leadbeater followed both Indian and Western alchemical texts 
when writing his book on the chakras, and he speaks of the second lowest 
of the series as situated to the left of the spinal line, in association with the 
spleen. Many other authorities agree that there is a chakra here, moreover, 
even when they follow the more usual procedure of tracing the main series 
in the direct spinal order and locate the second chakra in association with 
the genitals. Leadbeater himself also mentioned the Genital Chakra, the 
Svadistthana, in his book, so in effect he knew of eight centers, though he 
didn’t encourage the use of this one. Other authorities mention not merely 
the Ajna and the Sahasrara in the head area but a third center there as 
well. Shafica Karagulla, in a study called Breakthrough to Creativity, 
which is based on the testimony of numerous gifted sensitives, confirmed 
the existence of the traditional Indian seven in the spinal line, another at 
the spleen, an extra one in the head, and several other minor ones in other 
parts of the body. Probably we can accept that there are ten major centers, 
if we include one at the soles of the feet. That is, of course, the same 
number as the number of planets we use in modem astrology. 

For the moment, however, we shall confine ourselves to the traditional 
seven in the spinal line, though we must not forget the existence of the 
others, and we shall return to them at another time. The traditional seven 
are unique in one sense, however, in that there is a special relationship 
between them all. In what follows I hope to clarify what that relationship 
is. 

I shall use the English rather than the Indian names for the seven cen- 
ters. For our purposes they are more descriptive and revealing. They are: 
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The Root Center at the base of the spine 

The Genital Center 

The Solar Plexus Center, approximately at the level of the navel 
The Heart Center 

The Throat or Neck Center 

The Brow Center 

The Crown Center. 


Now my approach is basically a practical one. An enormous amount 
has been written about the chakras, but most of it is quite useless erudition 
if you do not have the key which can relate it to something relevant to you 
personally—to some need or purpose of your own. Without this you will 
forget it, and you might just as well never have read it. But when they are 
understood in a practical context then understanding of the chakras deep- 
ens our understanding of our whole selves and of the way Life itself 
works. We are studying to discover exactly where we are now and what 
control we can exercise over ourselves and our circumstances. The Power 
Centers are not an exotic string of Eastern fire crackers, to be treated with 
awe and respect, and far too dangerous to be awakened by anyone but 
adepts and gurus. They are part of our occult anatomy which we should 
know about and do something with. Actually they are perfectly natural 
and normal things which we do use all the time, only we don’t give them 
these names and usually we don’t understand their interrelation, or don’t 
relate them together properly. It is their interrelationship which is the 
really vital thing about them. 


HE FIRST THING to know about the chakras is that they fall into 

groups. Of the seven, four are in the trunk of the body, two in the 

head, and there is one connecting one, in the neck. There is an al- 
chemical formula related to this grouping: 

The Great Work is an operation of the © and ), by the aid of ¥. 

The © is the body, centered in the Solar Plexus; the ) is that which 
reflects the ©, centered in the brow, where we reflect, and ? is the center 
of speech, the messenger or communicating link between them and to the 
world outside, situated in the neck at the site of the vocal chords. 

The second thing to know is that all the chakras, with the single excep- 
tion of the connecting chakra in the neck, are awoken in pairs. Nearly all 
books on the chakras do mention that although the great power of the Life 
Force, called Kundalini, lies dormant in the Root Chakra and must rise 
through each of the higher ones in turm till it reaches the Crown, neverthe- 
less there is a particular order in which the centers must be awakened. 
Leadbeater says it varies from pupil to pupil, and that only the qualified 
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guru knows what each chela needs. This is unnecessary mystification. It is 
true that a tremendous current of energy flows through the body and psy- 
che of the person who is truly aware of all his centers. Moreover, the en- 
ergy has a definite physical basis, and is related to the physically vitaliz- 
ing and personally magnetic aspects of sexual polarity, so it is perfectly 
correct to say the power lies latent in the Root Chakra; though it also has 
a direct effect upon mental performance, and two physiological keys to 
unlocking it are known to be the Pineal and Pituitary glands in the head. 
But although we visualize the chakras in a line they are not really just 
seven lamps clipped to a single strand of wire. No one could get a current 
flowing between them that way. For a current to flow there has to be a 
circuit. Moreover, in Nature there is actually no such thing as direct cur- 
rent. All natural electricity is alternating current, vibrating between alter- 
nate poles at varying frequencies. And so it is with the chakras. A pulse 
from one center is responded to by an answering pulse from another which 
forms the negative pole to its positive. It is a perfectly natural and inevi- 
table process. As the two interact with each other they both develop, and 
in the process their own self-awareness develops too. And the current gen- 
erated does not merely affect the two particular centers alone; it makes the 
whole ‘wire’ alive, stimulating every center on it. Moreover, the ‘wire’ is 
not really just a single strand; it forms part of a circuit. By means of the 
fine network of bodily nerves and finer channels in the subtle human body, 
every part of our whole being is affected and becomes vitalized by what is 
going on. 


HE FIRST CENTER to send forth a 

pulse is the Solar Plexus Center. This 

is true for everyone. No guru’s clair- 

voyant vision can alter the fact that the 
original cell from which you developed and 
which was attached to your mother’s body was 
located at what is now your navel. Head, legs, 
feet, heart, and all else grew out of this. The 
chakra located in the Solar Plexus region is 
associated with the most direct sense we can 
have of our own being. It is not abstract self-consciousness but the warm 
visceral sense of existence which we feel deep inside of us. When this 
center is glowing strongly we feel intensely located in present time wher- 
ever we are, and we have a confident sense of vitality and of being full of 
energy and of personal will to achieve and accomplish. As the true center 
of our being, round which everything else in us revolves, this chakra cor- 
responds within us, the microcosm or little private world, to the ©, which 
is of course the center of the Solar System in the macrocosm or great ex- 
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ternal world. The ©’s Center is the essential original you which you can 
and should affirm and develop, since all your innate strength is located 
here. The universally accepted name for this area of the body, the Solar 
Plexus, is thus a precisely accurate one, and this is an important confir- 
mation of the fact that this knowledge is not really strange and exotic at 
all. It is something which we all instinctively know, and at one time it was 
consciously recognized so widely and generally that everyone knew to call 
this center the © Center.’ 


HE CENTER which responds to the © Center, reflecting its pulse 

and developing with it, as their alternating rhythm becomes estab- 

lished, is the Brow center. This is the chakra associated with the ) 
which, as we know, shines in the macrocosm or external universe by re- 
flecting the light of the ©. Once again, therefore, we see how mankind has 
always instinctively grasped the essence of what is going on and reflected 
this fact in language, for this center is associated with our mental ability 
to form an inner picture or reflection of whatever we are conscious of, 
whether this is something within our own nature or an external happening, 
and then to contemplate it or reflect upon it. And the word we use for this 
type of thinking is precisely the same one we use for the )’s returning of 
the light of the O. 

Most Eastern systems of medi- 
tation teach one to begin by focus- 
ing on a point between the eye- 
brows, at the root of the nose (the 
location of the Brow Center), and to 
become concentrated there. This is 
certainly very effective, but it also 
has its dangers unless one balances the practice with an equal concentra- 
tion upon the Solar Plexus Center. Some occultists self-righteously say 
they “won’t touch any chakra below the belt,” as though there was some- 
thing inherently ‘not quite nice’ about them. This is like saying they are 
prepared to take in and consume as much nice food as is offered to them, 
but they certainly won’t go to the lavatory. The point is that the higher 
centers, in a personal sense, are receiver centers, whereas the lower ones 
are those which give out, or which establish strength. Of course, in one 
sense all the centers are receiving centers. There is nothing in our entire 
being which is an original source in the true sense of that word. Our whole 
existence stems from the fact that energy is always flowing into us so that 


' Some modern schools teach that the © is associated with the Heart center. 


This is an understandable viewpoint, but the system of attributions being de- 
scribed here is the older and more traditional one. 
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we can make use of it. The most important bodily center into which it 
flows in this way is the Solar Plexus, and from there is vitalizes all the 
rest of our being. The breath is intimately bound up with this intake of 
energy through the Solar Plexus, and the daily practice of deep diaphrag- 
matic breathing for ten minutes at sunrise and sunset, when the © is on 
the horizon sending its rays directly towards the center of the body, is a 
recognition and application of the principle. One’s sense of vitality is then 
increased and one becomes a more positive, outgoing person. The Brow 
Center, by contrast, is a passive center. If you focus on it exclusively you 
gradually become less and less conscious of the sense of self. Concentrate 
on it for a contemplative meditation by all means; you will become peace- 
ful, calm, and absorbed in the subject of contemplation. But without the 
strength of the Solar Plexus to balance it one also becomes negative. 
Those who activate the Brow Center exclusively may well become tele- 
pathic, but they can also pick up and become influenced by thoughts and 
ideas being directed at them, without fully realizing it. I have personally 
encountered cases of Europeans living in a Hindu ashram who had been 
taught to spend long hours in meditation focused on the Brow Center. 
They complained of a gradual sense of being influenced and used, and of 
their feelings being manipulated and their energy being drained. They be- 
gan to suspect the Swami was seeking to dominate them. Possibly he was, 
but it is just as probable that they had merely become over negative from 
too much stimulation of the ) center, the most negative of all the centers, 
and that in consequence they instinctively felt that they were vulnerable to 
outside influences. 

The Brow Center should be activated in mediation, but meditation 
should be for short periods at first, and it should be balanced by regular 
drawing of personal power into the Solar Plexus. The two centers should 
then be developed steadily together, when the detachment and objectivity 
of the Brow Center will refine the sense of Self and cause it to manifest as 
it truly should, namely as the genuine sounding of one’s own true note, 
and not as self-centeredness or self-absorption. 


situated in the throat, and the neck or throat is actually the level at 
which almost all normal thought and interpersonal communication 
goes on. Humanity as a whole does very little true abstract thinking, and 
even less genuine meditation on levels which are beyond direct expression 
in words. Most of what passes for thought is actually little more than a 
reflex; a rapid patter and exchange of conversation. When we are not 


LY | \HE INTERMEDIATE center between the © and ) is the center, 
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talking to others in this way we are talking to ourselves.” We were all of 
us taught as children how to communicate with others and come to terms 
with our environment through the medium of conversation. Mother spoke 
to us first of all, and then later on the aunts and brothers and sisters, fol- 
lowed by school teachers and friends, all teaching us to know things in 
word concepts and to frame thought in terms of dialogue. What we have 
now to realize is that this form of thinking is not really the essence of 
thought. It was absolutely essential that we should learn to think and 
communicate in this way, but we have now arrived at the age when we 
should understand exactly what it is we are doing when we are thinking. 
One of the purposes of meditation is to make the true situation apparent to 
us. When we watch our thoughts, allowing them simply to flow through 
the mind without attempting to attach value judgments to them, but at the 
same time not allowing ourselves to be carried away with them nor be- 
coming identified with them but always remaining aware as the watcher, 
we realize that in normal life we have almost no control over what we 
think. Thoughts come and go because of physical sensations, or because 
of a desire we have for this, that or the other 
thing or person, or because they tend to return 
repeatedly to some ambition of ours, or to 
some fear which possesses us, or to the fact 
that we are hungry or thirsty. We start 
meditation with one idea or subject as a focus- 
ing point, and we say we will contemplate this 
without attempting to do anything more than 
to see it as it really is, while the mind relaxes 
and stills itself. Yet when we first begin, not 
more than ten seconds elapse before the mind is following some other 
thoughts. Again and again we draw it back, not censuring ourselves for 
lack of concentration, but simply recognizing that this is the natural con- 
dition of the mind. Unless it is drawn to concentrate in one particular di- 
rection by reason of some emotion, or because of some external pressure 
or necessity, the mind is like a weathercock, constantly veering and 
changing with each new stimulus. Very few of us can say what thought 
will be in our mind two minutes from now. 

Even when this is admitted, however, some of you may be thinking that 
it is preposterous to say that the mind, even this wayward, wandering 
mind, is situated at the level of the neck and not in the head. We know that 


2 Carlos Castaneda relates how Don Juan taught him that the first essential 
step to take before one can achieve true ‘seeing’ is to still the internal dialogue. 
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the major part of the brain is in the head, so it is natural to believe that we 
think with our heads. What is not generally realized today is that so far as 
history goes this is actually a new idea. Till quite recently the seat of con- 
sciousness was always believed to be in the heart. Thus the Bible says “as 
a man thinketh in his heart, so is he”? and also “a wise man’s heart dis- 
cerneth both time and judgment.” This was the Roman usage, and also 
the universal one in Europe up until the Middle Ages. Only with the ad- 
vance of medical knowledge about the nervous system and the brain did 
the identification of the personal self remove from the heart and become 
generally established in the head. The change is quite a significant one. 

Despite our present idea that we think with our heads, we still say 
when we mean something very sincerely that we mean it “from the heart.” 
In former times, however, when the thinking principle was supposed to be 
located in the heart, great sincerity was associated with the kidneys. We 
find this usage frequently in the Bible, for example, “Examine me, O 
Lord, and prove me; try my reins [kidneys] and my heart,”* and also “all 
churches shall know that I am he that searcheth the reins and hearts.”° 

The truth is that we do not really think either with our hearts or with 
our heads. We think from a level of consciousness; and this level varies 
from person to person, and also from time to time in connection with any 
particular person. However, since consciousness tends to be strongly as- 
sociated with whichever chakra we activate most often, it is perfectly cor- 
rect to say that most of humanity’s thinking emanates from the level of the 
neck, though of course we cannot actually identify the principle of con- 
sciousness itself with any specific part of the body. Moreover, we find 
once again by reference to popular sayings that mankind has always in- 
stinctively known the level from which a particular type of thinking or 
speaking emanates. There is the vulgar phrase “You’re talking out of your 
neck.” It means that you haven’t thought about what you are saying. You 
are just talking. This is what most of us do almost all of the time. 

3 is the messenger of the Gods. He is quick-witted, nimble, quick on 
the uptake, alert, versatile and diverting, but he has nothing of his own to 
say. If you stay listening to him, when he is talking for himself rather than 
delivering someone else’s message, you will be regaled with anecdotes of 
people he has met, clever tricks he has played, and a never ending flow of 
gossip. There are few other people he really admires. They are all either 
‘pretty dumb’ or ‘too clever by half.’ He will bamboozle you with words 
and dazzle you with cleverness, but if you accept him as your guru you 


Proverbs 23:7. 
Ecclesiastes 8:5. 
Psalms 26:2. 
Revelations 2:23. 


awn wv 


70 


Considerations XII:2 


will get nothing of real value apart from a vast number of starts, leads and 
introductions. He is a great inhabitor of some of the more theoretical 
faculties at universities and other centers of what is usually called ‘head- 
learning’—really it is neck-knowledge. When his cleverness is of a more 
ordinary caliber, not really qualifying him to pronounce ex cathedra, he 
still gives his opinion upon each and every subject, whether he knows 
anything about it or not. He is the presiding genius of the social inter- 
course of our whole society. 

Nevertheless, we need him. We have to develop the Throat Center. If 
we only have our visceral sense of self and our meditative peace and con- 
templation we shall never communicate with others and we shall never 
attain an objective, intellectual idea of what it is we are and what we are 
doing. In writing now about all this I am communicating from the ¥ Cen- 
ter—out of my neck. Some of you may think I am sucking it all out of my 
thumb. Think about it. What I hope some of you will grant is that I am 
putting into words a knowledge which has come from somewhere other 
than the neck, That it is formulated in words, however, i.e. in neck terms, 
is making it communicable to you, and you can begin to test what I am 
saying and act on it, and prove it for yourselves. Moreover, I can think 
about it more clearly myself when I look at it outside of myself here on the 
written page. I can be cynical about it and makes jokes about it; I can 
criticize myself, and spot errors in action or in feeling about it, and so on. 
This is absolutely vital, and it is why The Great Work can only be ac- 
complished with the aid of ¥. It is the justification—the sole justifica- 
tion—for all the talking that goes on at Esoteric group meetings. But it 
must not stop at talking. We must do all the other work—study, meditate, 
and consciously develop control. If they are to get anywhere discussion 
groups must be applied practical study groups and the discussion must be 
directed discussion. The messenger must deliver the goods. 

There is one more point I want to make about the Throat Center before 
moving on to consider the next pair of centers. This is that we need to 
realize and appreciate that the basic function of conscious thinking at this 
level is transmission. What we are learning to watch in meditation is a 
transmission process. But who is transmitting? Thoughts flow into us and 
through us. So do emotions, of course, and on the physical level so do 
cells and all the minerals and vitamins and proteins which form the food 
of our physical bodies. In meditation we observe thoughts. If we are aware 
of physical sensations and emotions it is our thoughts about them that we 
are concerned to watch. Since it is the neck process that we are watching, 
we must look at it from a higher vantage point than the neck. This means 
that we must do so from the Brow Center, the )’s Center, where we re- 
flect. But we cannot direct the thoughts from there. Nonetheless, before 
we can ever hope to direct them we must be aware of them and see them 
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as something separate from ourselves, instead of simply being identified 
with them as we are when we think purely from the neck level. Later on I 
will discuss how we can control them, and who is then the transmitter. 


E HAVE so far considered three chakras, the Solar Plexus, 

Brow and Throat Centers. Of the basic seven in the spinal line 

four remain, and since all the centers with the exception of that 
of ¥ operate and develop in pairs, we now have two more pairs to con- 
sider. The key to the awakening of all the centers, however, is the one solo 
chakra, the Neck or Throat Center. We have already discussed how the 
principles of the © and ) centers are self-consciously expressed by it and 
how we become objectivized to ourselves in the process. The Solar Plexus 
Center gives a simple sense of I and an awareness of the possibilities of 
activity. The ) Center at the Brow is able to contemplate activity and its 
results without attachment. The % center, however, develops an objective 
sense of me in relation to others. What we have now to realize is that 
these first three principles together are inevitably implicated as well when 
the principles of the remaining chakras are awakened. The awakening of 
all the chakras to full self-conscious awareness is The Great Work of 
alchemy, and as was said earlier The Great Work is always an operation 
of the © and ) by the aid of ?. 

In order to understand how the remaining principles combine with the 
first three to build up the total human being, we must first consider how 
the ©, ) and § operate together as a combined unit. 

The Solar Plexus, being the point at which our individualized identity 
originated, is associated with our innate sense of freedom of Will. It is the 
point of personal determination. The Brow is our access to pure Mind in 
the universal sense. When we are completely centered in this chakra the 
sense of identification with a personal self, and all need to relate what is 
being considered to its interests, drops away, and we develop clarity.’ 
The Solar Plexus by itself, however, merely gives the sense of identity, of 
individual being, and of power to act and move, without a clear sense of 
why, or where to move to. Similarly, the Brow Chakra by itself merely 
gives clarity of perception and depth of understanding without power to 
act. In fact it gives a disinclination to act and a tendency to fatalism or 
pre-determinism. It is only when the two are balanced that we develop 
true insight into our own rightful place in the Cosmic scheme. The special 
gift that the Throat Chakra confers is the ability to move outside of our- 


7 This word ‘clarity’, with its connotations of light and transparency, is an- 


other example of humanity’s instinctive grasp of the fundamental truth that 
true understanding is clear seeing finding expression in the words we use every 
day, although we usually pay no attention to them. 


72 


Considerations XII:2 


selves and communicate with others. Moreover, it allows us to verbalize 
or conceptualize all our insights. Without it we have our sense of personal 
existence and the urge to act, and also the Cosmic sense of meaning of 
fullness of existence and an intuition of our unity with, or even identity 
with, all that is around us, but we cannot apply these senses and insights 
in a practical form. We do not develop a technique for effective action 
properly geared to the external reality about us. That is what ¥ does for 
us. It relates insight to will and transmits both into action, and action back 
into understanding deepened by experience. All of what we call our head 
knowledge—though we should call it our neck knowledge—is extrapo- 
lated from this alternating transmission process. 

The key method that % uses to enable us to communicate with others 
outside of ourselves is speech. We need to be absolutely clear about what 
speech is. Speech is communication with others via the medium of coded 
symbols. It is not direct communication but communication via this inter- 
mediary—¥ is always a messenger, an intermediary. Direct communica- 
tion can sometimes occur, through the Brow Chakra, the ), when there 
may be a moment of sudden perception of actual unity with another hu- 
man being, or possibly even with physical objects, or with a whole envi- 
ronment. This communication is immediate and entire whenever it occurs. 
3’s communication, on the other hand, comes over in ‘bits’ of information 
(as they say in communication theory). Thus misinterpretation is possible. 
In a way a code such as a language constitutes a sort of veil or screen 
between us and the direct perception of reality. Reality is being repre- 
sented (re-presented) by it. Someone once put this rather neatly, saying 
that language was given to us so that we could conceal our thoughts. 

3 is the mediator between our © and ) Centers, their avenue for con- 
crete external expression. What is actually happening is that 3 is express- 
ing our concept of reality in the form of a plan for personal action and 
self-expression. Neither of the experiences or perceptions of the two pri- 
mary chakras is communicable in its original form. You cannot make an- 
other person feel your inside feeling of what it is like to be you. Nor can - 
you convey to him your essential experience of direct knowing, or clarity. 
But you can talk round these things—and once again the phrase we use 
every day expresses the exact truth of the situation; we say we can talk 
about them. In this way you may evoke an answering comprehension 
from another person if he has experienced something analogous himself. 
What he will experience will be his own sense of what it is like to be him, 
or his sense of clarity, but he will now know empirically that you also 
know what it is like to be you and that you, too, have experienced clarity. 
He now knows you, in an objective way, as another person. 
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This is something else we must be very clear about. ¥ communication 
does not make anyone a direct partaker of anyone else’s experience, but it 
is sufficient to bring conviction of the fact that other people do exist. 
Apart from aberrations like solipsism (where people interpret everything, 
including other people, as something going on solely within their own con- 
sciousness) and other troubles like hallucinations, once you have spoken 
to someone else you think of him as a person and not as part of your own 
subjective experience, and he does the same for you. You know that there 
is an objective external world about you, and not only that but that it also 
has living beings in it.’ This communication experience is something that 
one can watch as it develops in a young child. At first a baby is aware of 
nothing but its own sensations. Everything around it is part of this sensa- 
tion world, and it does not even clearly distinguish between the breast that 
gives it milk as ‘not me’ and its mouth that sucks it as ‘me’. Gradually it 
learns to distinguish its own body from its surroundings. Later, people 
who do things to it and move and talk to it are distinguished from things 
which don’t move. Finally it learns a two-way communication with the 
beings who talk to it, recognizing them as beings essentially like itself. 


HIS IS where the next pair of chakras enter the picture. When you 

know that other people exist who are like yourself you are ready 

not only to communicate with them but to relate to them. The next 
two chakras deal with the world of relationships. They are the Heart and 
Genital Chakras, associated respectively with ° and do. A baby enters the 
world of these two chakras as soon as he or she develops a recognizable 
personality which responds to the personalities of others, knows whether 
he is loved or rejected, and is able to return the same feelings in kind. A 
few children do not achieve this step in development. They are then known 
as autistic children. In addition, of course, some people make the grade 
less completely than others. Some adults continue to shout like babies at 
other people for food or whatever else they want, showing that they have 
never quite learned to realize these are equal beings with themselves. 
However, humanity as a whole brings the Heart and Genital Chakras into 
play within the first few months of life, and they continue to develop with 
the other chakras throughout the whole of the rest of life. All of the chak- 
ras, in fact, as was stated at the outset, are actively operating in our nor- 
mal life experience. They are not just a chain of ‘weirdoes’ attached to our 


8 The complement of the solipsist error, where everything is interpreted as a 


figment of consciousness, is the materialistic belief that nothing but the exter- 
nal world exists and that it is an entirely dead and mechanistic world, which 
produces our consciousness as a by-product of chemical and physical processes. 
This is just as meaningless an error as the other. 
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spine, all with different colors and numbers of spokes, to be developed at 
our peril. We use them all the time. What we have to learn is to harmonize 
them and develop them in unison to the stage which brings Realization. 
Till then one chakra emphasized too much at the expense of the others, or 
one hardly expressed at all, inevitably brings distortion and the sense of an 
unfulfilled life. 

It should come as no surprise to learn that the Heart Center is involved 
in the process by means of which we relate to other people. In view of the 
number of love movies which are shown and all the heart-throb magazines 
which abound, the attribution of the planet ? to the Heart should really 
cause no difficulties either, or so one would think. However, there is quite 
an influential school of opinion which identifies the Heart Chakra with the 
O, since the © is the radiant center of our planetary system and the Heart 
is held to be the vital organ which keeps the whole body alive. Indeed the 
word ‘heart’ has come to be almost synonymous with ‘center’ in some 
connotations, as for instance when we speak of the heart of a city. Despite 
its vital pumping function, however, the 
heart is not really the center of the body, 
and neither is it a power center either, in the 
true sense of the word, as the Solar Plexus 
is. The Solar Plexus is the major plexus or 
ganglion of the sympathetic nervous system, 
and it is vitally concerned with the coordi- 
nation of various bodily rhythms, such as 
those of digestion and peristalsis and the 
breath rhythm. The heart does have a plexus 
associated with it known as the Cardiac 
Plexus, but this is mainly activated when we are emotionally aroused or 
the reverse. This is one of the reasons why emotional upsct can have a 
repercussive effect upon the physical heart, and conversely why we feel 
excited and our hearts beat strongly when we are in love and see the loved 
one approaching. If the © were correctly attributed to the Heart we would 
expect it to radiate energy, and we would sense it inwardly as the center of 
our being in an instinctive way, as when we say that we know ‘viscerally’ 
that something is right or wrong. But we don’t feel this of the heart. We 
do feel it in the viscera, which is where the Solar Plexus is. 

We need to make a subtle distinction here, and once you grasp it you 
will appreciate why the tendency to attribute the © to the Heart Center 
has come about. The Heart is not our identity center, the center from 
which or in which we feel ourselves to be ourselves, but it is the center 
with which we identify when we want to be sincere with others. “I mean it 
from the depth of my heart,” we say, but we only say that to others. We 
never talk like that to ourselves. If we feel sure that something chimes 
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right with us, and have no doubt that we mean it and want it, we feel it 
warmly right in the intestines. 

The Heart is not the © Center but the 2 Center. Folk wisdom has al- 
ways recognized this, for it calls love affairs ‘affairs of the heart’. If you 
get upset about a relationship with another person, whether it be a love 
relationship with the opposite sex, or a parent-child relationship, or even a 
close friendship with which you are emotionally involved, you will liter- 
ally feel it affect your heart. The emotion repercusses physically, through 
the sympathetic and para-sympathetic nervous system upon this area of 
the body, and you will feel your heart beat accelerated or, if you are very 
depressed by the relationship, you may feel a heaviness or pain there. We 
speak of lovers and parents being broken hearted and sometimes the sim- 
ile becomes a physical reality. 

Although I have gone to this length to demonstrate that the Heart Cen- 
ter is not our own power center in the most intimate internal sense, it none 
the less a power center in another sense. All of the seven chakras are 
power centers in their different ways, and the Heart Center is a very im- 
portant one. It is the emotional center. This makes it a very important 
center indeed, for the secret of body and mind control comes thorough the 
understanding and direction of emotion. It is the control of emotion that is 
the secret of any application of power. But what exactly do we mean by 
emotion in this context? In a loose sense any sort of feeling we may have 
is an emotion, including physical feelings and our sense of identity. What 
we are discussing here, however, is emotion in the true original sense of 
the word, for it literally means motion outwards, e-motion. We feel emo- 
tion about something outside of ourselves. It is the force or urge which 
impels us to involve ourselves with the world around us and to want, love 
or fear, things and people.” Emotion is the life force applied to life in an 
objective universe, to a world which has an outside as well as an inside. 
Since it is the life force it is, of course, the same force as that which wells 
up within us in the Solar Plexus, but now we experience it not as us but as 
ours. We are aware of other people who also have feelings, and we dis- 
tinguish our feelings from theirs. We know too that they are aware of our 
emotions. Moreover emotions can return to us from outside as feelings 
about our own selves, feelings such as self pity, pride, etc. These are true 
e-motions because we could never have felt them had we not first had the 
experience of interrelating with others and being able to compare our- 
selves with them. Everything we know about ourselves in an objective 
sense, our whole idea of ourselves as persons, has been built up as a by- 
product of our social interaction with others. Relating to others and 
building up a personality in the process is, in fact, what human life is all 


° A child first screams for things. Only later docs it learn about people. 
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about. But this is not the same thing as the doctrine that environment is 
everything and there is nothing individual or innate that is born with a 
human being. It is our own personality that we discover and develop 
through interaction with others. From the first time we realized that our 
own toes were somehow different from the walls of the cot we were lying 
in, onwards through life, the whole of life has been an experience of self- 
discovery. We discover our own self and the selves of others by distin- 
guishing them. In the process our emotions teach us to develop insight into 
our own primary feelings. We do have purely internal feelings, but in their 
primary state these are an unselfconscious form of consciousness. We 
learn our self-consciousness, our sense of ‘me’, ‘mine’ and ‘what I feel’, 
through other people, and they learn theirs through us. 

We now have to understand how the experience of relating to others, 
which is the essential function of the Heart Chakra, depends on the % 
Chakra. We cannot relate to people until we can communicate with them. 
There might appear to be a contradiction involved here, for ¥ communi- 
cates indirectly, by means of words and symbols and other indications, 
whereas the experience of relating is essentially an emotion. However, 
even though emotions are not words, they are carried to others by means 
of words and other ¥ means of communication. Different tones of voice, 
facial expressions, bodily movements, even silences, are all means we use 
to convey our feelings to others and to achieve our desires. We cannot 
achieve any outward objective without some means of communication 
with the outside world, and all means of communication are ruled by 8, 
even including facial expressions and bodily movements. Yet ¥ himself 
has no real message of his own. He is essentially a carrier of messages, 
and of course words are by far the most important means he uses to do 
this. Let’s look a little more closely at how words operate. 

First of all, it is essential to realize that words have two types of 
meanings. On the one hand there is the basic root meaning which is usu- 
ally called the denotation of a word. This is what it means when stripped 
down to bare essentials without any extraneous association due to its use 
in a particular context. On the other hand there is the connotation of the 
word, which is the shade of meaning it has come to have as a result of 
common usage, whether generally or in some specialized field. Several 
words may have almost identical denotations but their connotations may 
vary widely. A great many perfectly innocent and non-sexual words have 
come to acquire a sexual connotation, either because of an indirect asso- 
ciation, or because of a similarity of sound, or for no better reason than 
because a group of people have chosen to use them in that way. In other 
cases it has become convenient to use one of two words with identical de- 
notations exclusively in one context and the other in another. Thus the 
words ‘brethren’ and ‘brothers’ literally mean exactly the same thing, but 
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because it was the word used by the translators of the King James version 
of the Bible ‘brethren’ today is practically never used save in a religious 
context. ‘Brother’ is the word we use in every secular context, to avoid 
any hint of a religious connotation. 

Now the life of every word lies in its connotation, not in its denotation. 
The vital thing about them all is not their dictionary meanings but what 
they actually mean to us. In the business of life in general, which is almost 
entirely a process of relating to others, words are like radio carrier waves. 
The same wave can be the means of transmitting a thousand different 
broadcasts. Words mean one thing only on the surface, but they carry a 
myriad shades of meaning in actual usage. Their position in a phrase or 
sentence, and the tone of voice or emphasis with which they are said, can 
turn them into barbs, innuendoes, compliments, requests for help, decla- 
rations of love, or even completely annul or reverse their surface meaning. 
It is these tacitly understood meanings which are the real business of liv- 
ing, and they all come under the rulership of 2 and the Heart Center. 
We actually feel our way into all the complex situations and confronta- 
tions that life brings to us. When we try to think of the right word to use in 
a particular situation it isn’t because we don’t know the word that means 
what we want to say. That only happens while we are learning a new lan- 
guage; but we learn our own language when we are two of three years old. 
We search for the right word to convey some subtlety; to be noticed or 
escape being noticed, to offend someone or avoid offending them, to show 
interest or to imply a compliment. We know by feeling when we have got 
the right word, and we judge by feeling how we shall say it. 

By now some of you may be feeling that I have painted a very compli- 
cated picture of the Heart Chakra and also of 2. Some people entertain a 
very idealized notion of this planet, as if she is capable of nothing but 
harmony, sweetness and love. The words of the Victorian hymn come to 
mind: 

And soul by soul and silently, 
her shining bounds increase. 
Her ways are ways of gentleness 
and all her paths are peace. 


This is very far from giving an adequate coverage to all that 2 is capable 
of, however. One needs to remember that she rules the very practical and 
down-to-earth Sign 5 as well as the Sign of relationships, =. Moreover, 
because of its subtlety in sizing up other people and guessing what they 
are likely to do, ~ itself has been found to be the Sign most prominent in 
the horoscopes of successful politicians and military generals. Further, in 
ancient and medieval astrology, 2 was associated with poisons, and the 
Latin word for poison, veneficiis, is constructed about the name of the 
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planet. And if you have always thought the Heart Center never had any- 
thing to do with anything else beside love, do not forget that the people 
most prone to heart attacks are business men fighting to meet continual 
deadlines, in contracts with other business men. The whole web of life’s 
interactions, sour as well as sweet, grasping as well as giving, whether in 
love, business, the social field or the home, is the province of 2 and the 
Heart Center. 

To ensure balance while discussing this center we must now begin to 
consider the other center which is the pair of the Heart Center, and which 
must be developed along with it. After the Brow Center the Heart Center 
is the one most often recommended by Indian gurus and swamis, either 
personally or in their books on yoga and meditation, to their chelas to use 
as a focal point while they are meditating. Sometimes the pupil is even 
exhorted to try to be centered at all times in the Heart Center, throughout 
all his daily activities. This is because the Heart Center, like the Brow 
Center, is predominantly a negative and receptive center, and when it is 
repeatedly stimulated by exclusive concentration on it without adequate 
compensatory stimulation of the o Center it makes the person concerned 
very malleable and very receptive to outside influences. Unlike the Brow 
Center, however, the Heart Center does not give clarity. Along with its 
complementary center, the o* Chakra, it always remains an intensely per- 
son-centered power point, though when it is operating harmoniously it can 
produce a very pure stream of warm self-denying love. The personal self 
is then transcended in the desire to give to others. Such a state of affairs 
cannot come about unless a warm loving relationship has first been es- 
tablished, however, and this presumes a personal self which can enter into 
the relationship. The Brow Center, by contrast, can achieve a detachment 
which is almost completely inhuman. 


O PRESERVE proper balance and to ensure a harmonious growth 

of the whole personality, both where relationships with others are 

concerned and also in respect of inner spiritual development and 
personal self-confidence, it is essential that the chakra situated at the level 
of the genitals should be developed along with the Heart Chakra. This 
center stands for the expression of personal power in all our involvement 
with other people. By no means is its influence confined to physical sex, 
nor even to sex magnetism only. It governs all our self-assertion in rela- 
tionships, and all power we exercise over others, or any attempt we may 
make or any desire we may have to exercise power, whether directly or by 
radiating magnetism. By means of the & Center you don’t just feel your 
way into a social situation; you thrust yourself in. It is you that sets the 
emotional tone, who takes the initiative, while the other people present are 
left to do responsive sizing up before they act. This is the center which 
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explicitly governs all personal activity, besides mere self-assertion. When 
it is strongly developed the person concerned is above all a ‘doer’. If it is 
very inactive, on the other hand, he or she tends to be fat and lazy and 
inclined to talk but never to act. Basically it is a competitive center. 
Through it one measures oneself against other people rather than with 
them. It is their instinctive use of this center which gives all natural lead- 
ers their charisma and the confidence that if they walk out in front others 
will obey them and follow. When it is developed in an unbalanced way the 
political adventurer and con man make their appearance however, both of 
them relying on personal magnetism and bravado to carry them through 
by inducing other people to believe their words. They sincerely believe 
they are perfectly justified in hoodwinking anyone they can, for this is the 
most separatist of all the centers, with other people being seen from its 
point of view as quite different and distinct beings. All ability to perceive 
that at the deepest level the interests of all of us are interrelated is then 
lost. Without proper balance from the ? Center other people are seen as 
antagonists, and o” always instinctively fights to destroy or triumph over 
an antagonist. Sexual self-assertion becomes 
the rule for the whole of life, and “all’s fair 
in love and war.” 

It takes two to have sex or make love, 
and ideally sex should never be without love, 
for the o’ and 2 Centers are the two chakras 
out of the chain of seven which are explicitly 
orientated towards interrelating us with other 
people, and they should work in comple- 
ment. The highest experience that the Heart chakra can bring to us is that 
of union with another person, or with other people in general, but we must 
realize that this is an experience which first presumes the existence of 
other people as separate entities from us to unite with. It is not the same as 
the experience of actual unity or identity with another person which the 
Brow Center sometimes brings, when the sense of separate identity, both 
of oneself and of the other person, is temporarily destroyed. Both experi- 
ences are valid. There is a sense in which separate existence is an unreal 
illusion, when the underlying unity takes precedence over it, but there is 
also a sense in which individual separate existence is also a beautiful and 
holy reality. The so-called Book of the Law, which Rose Kelly received 
clairaudiently from Aleister Crowley in Cairo in 1904, after a visit to the 
Sphinx, puts it very beautifully when describing the creation of the world: 


For I am divided for love’s sake, for the chance of union.'° 


‘© Chapter 1, verse 29. 
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The paradox is that other people are real and separate from ourselves, 
even though at the same time our connection with them is indissoluble. 
Paradoxes like this appear again and again when one tries to understand 
how things really are at the deepest level. The problem of how Good and 
Evil can both exist in a world created by God is another example. Since 
God is good and is the author of all things, including Evil, it is often ar- 
gued that Evil must therefore also be good. But this is to miss the point. In 
Isaiah 45:7 we read: 


I form the light, and create darkness: 
I make peace, and create evil; 
I the LORD do all these things. 


What we are being told here is that God creates opposites or polarities. 
This is how our world is constituted. We cannot conceive of light without 
its opposite, darkness, The concept of heat makes no sense without cold as 
its opposite reference point. And so it is with Good and Evil. God didn’t 
make Evil good, He made it evil. We have to make the distinction and 
learn to choose. The dichotomy is just as vital and inescapable a part of 
life as that between light and darkness, It is what our life as human beings 
is all about. And so it is with sex too. It is no use saying that one sex 
shades into the other, as some unisex apologists are fond of doing. The 
essence of sex is the difference. Even if we all do have the opposite sex 
latent in our own make-up, it is still the opposite sex. Cases of hermaph- 
rodites, or of failure of any physical sexual characteristics to develop at 
all, are pathological abnormalities only, which in no way alter the essen- 
tial fact that the essence of sexuality is duality. Notwithstanding Frances 
Swiney'', who tried to prove that woman came before man and that the 
female is therefore the primary sex, the concept of ‘female’ is quite 
meaningless without ‘male’ to contrast it with. 

Sex polarity is one of the great drives of manifestation. As far as hu- 
man beings are concerned it is almost certainly the greatest power drive of 
all, through all its physical and psychological ramifications. Plants which 
reproduce without sex simply divide, but as soon as there are two sexes 
there is tension between them. This is not a matter of reason. We are con- 
scious of it as something which flows into consciousness, not as some- 
thing we decide on, Those who regard man’s intellectual power of choice 
as the distinctive human quality in his make-up tend to look down upon or 
misunderstand sex for this reason. They say it is merely a matter of hor- 
mones, and regard it as something primarily physical, even in its emo- 


1 Swiney, Francis. The Mystery of the Circle and the Cross or the Interpreta- 


tion of Sex. London: C. W. Daniel, Ltd. 1908. 
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tional and psychological aspects. It is a difficult subject to come to terms 
with, even for those who enjoy it. Yet really it a far more fundamental 
thing than just a matter of a bodily difference. The way it affects all our 
lives all the time should alert us to this fact. The way we dress is dictated 
by it. The show we make, even to our own sex, is motivated by it. We are 
continually measuring ourselves against standards which, when analyzed 
fully, prove to have a sexual basis. Hormones are not the root of the mat- 
ter. They may have a great influence on sex efficiency but you cannot 
change a person’s sex by hormone injections alone. Nor will even an op- 
eration do it. It may change the outward physical appearance, and contin- 
ual hormone injections will increase the illusion, but at the cellular level, 
in the chromosomes, the person remains whatever he or she was at birth. 
Moreover, even if a way to alter the chromosomes themselves was discov- 
ered, the basic principle would remain unaffected that human beings are 
essentially creatures who are polarized sexually, Human life is a complex 
web of relationships, and the most fundamental determinant of these is sex 
polarity and the interchange of magnetism between the sexes. 

The o” and 2 Centers determine how the polarization manifests in each 
individual case. There are always two facets to it, the social, harmonizing 
aspect and the assertive, power seeking and even to some extent destruc- 
tive aspect. Both are always present; only the relative dominance of one 
over the other varies, for cach one of us is always to some extent asserting 
his or her own self while at the same time responding to others. In some 
individuals the 2 center is more stressed, in some the o*. Our aim is to 
develop both in balance. 

As I described earlier, the subtle web of inter-relationship with the 
outside world which we achieve through the Heart Center is not done by 
that center directly, on its own. Perhaps 2 could contact you directly if 
she sang you a song or painted you a painting, or exuded some perfume or 
incense, but these are not the usual ways of communication and business 
intercourse today, except perhaps in the world’s oldest profession, Oth- 
erwise 2 has to rely on %’s communication system, adapting it to her own 
ends by imparting her own special ‘feel’ to it. And so it is with o too. For 
in one way or another the o” influence is also operating all the time in our 
lives, not merely in those comparatively rare instances of brutal self- 
assertion by means of kicks or blows or sexual assault, when it manifests 
without an intermediary. Words of command, the abrupt or harsh tone of 
voice, encouraging or threatening gestures, and all communications which 
assume responsibility and give directions come from the o& Center. The o” 
Center really is our © Center turned outwards. It is the outward expres- 
sion and assertion of our sense of self. Its role in explicit sexual contact 
also illustrates this. 2 governs the attracting, interrelating aspect of a sex- 
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ual encounter, but the sexual act, leading to reproduction of the self, is the 
work of & through the Sexual Center. 

All the interplay of human life that we experience daily in communica- 
tion with other people is a continual play and interplay between the o* and 
2 Centers, brought to us on the carrier wave ruled by §. Used by these 
two, ?’s communications are no longer merely bearers of messages. Their 
power and magnetism get into them and are conveyed by them. A wonder- 
ful example of this is the architect of World War II, Adolf Hitler. Hitler 
had © in 8, ruled by , and most probably Tl rising, ruled by PB and o”.'” 
¢ was in her own Sign 8, exactly ¢ do’, but B was right on the cusp of his 
own House, the VIIIth, along with ¥, the creator of illusions, in II, 2’s 
Sign. With that configuration he became a spell-binder. His mastery of 
words was such that he was unquestionably one of the greatest and most 
powerful orators who has ever lived. His speeches operated like an 
‘incantation’ or ‘enchantment’. The literal meaning of both those words is 
‘singing’, but they are the words used to describe how magicians and 
spell-casters chant their spells. Moreover, the word ‘spell’ itself means 
something that is both spelt and played out. The point is that words said 
in a certain way, with a special rhythm and emphasis, convey and project 
power. If you know how to make use of this fact in speaking, whether 
consciously or subconsciously, you can sway the emotions and feelings of 
others. You can completely by-pass the conscious mind, the neck, and get 
right through to the springs of emotion in the heart and genitals of other 
people. Hitler notoriously did it, but everyone with a persuasive tongue is 
doing it to some extent. 

This leads to a very important point we should all learn to apply prac- 
tically. The principle also works when we talk to ourselves! Even 
though the person we are speaking to may often miss some words of what 
we are saying, or lose the thread of it, there is always one person who lis- 
tens and never misses anything we say. That person is ourself. This is the 
best reason anyone could ever advance for taking care always to speak the 
truth. Who wants to mislead himself? We should cultivate the habit of 
always saying what we mean and meaning what we say. The person who 
never says anything other than what he believes will be acceptable to the 
company he is with, i.e., what he thinks you want to hear, is very soon not 
believed at all. There is a tone to his speech which betrays him. His words 
carry no weight. But even more important than that is the fact that he 
doesn’t believe anything he says himself, nor what others say to him. He 


12 The most frequently published birthtime for Hitler gives him the end of = 
on the Ascendant but a more typically o’/E figure than he was it would be diffi- 
cult to imagine. There was never any + compromise about him. It was ultima- 
tum after ultimatum. 
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lives in a vague and uncentered world, for he expects others to be as shifty 
as he is. By contrast, if you always attempt to discover the true reality of 
every situation you are in, and to express that truth to yourself, you will 
develop a personal sureness and strength which will convey itself to oth- 
ers. You will naturally have the courage to speak the truth to others be- 
cause you will manage your life circumstances better, so that untruths will 
rarely appear to be necessary. Because you yourself believe what you are 
saying, from experience, the tone of your voice will carry immediate con- 
viction to others. 

Words which carry conviction carry a force with them which comes 
from the & Center. Admittedly it is not only true words which can carry 
this conviction. Some political leaders and con-men can give untrue words 
conviction. This is because they project desire emotion along with them, 
much as a hypnotists does. But truth is the most natural conveyor of con- 
viction into words. And conviction develops strength. Thus habitually 
truthful men and women are usually the ones who project strength in all 
social relationships. 

The power of the spoken word can also be illustrated in other ways. If 
you want to learn something, don’t just read it silently in a book; say it 
aloud. If you want to overcome nervous tension, find a formula to deal 
with it out of the many books on the subject, and say it to yourself aloud. 
Words have force even upon spirits, as witnessed by all the traditional 
books of conjurations and spells which have come down to us. Speak, 
therefore—but do not just talk. No one is more boring than the compulsive 
talker. Everyone feels a compulsion to avoid him. However, if you always 
say only what you mean you will never speak more than is necessary. 

When we develop the Heart and Sex Chakras in balance one result will 
be a natural acceptance of sexuality. Embarrassment about it, fear of it, or 
denial of it, have been the curse of our social organism, leading to all the 
various forms of sexual abuse as a reaction. By contrast, when the sexual 
aspect of ourselves is properly integrated into our whole being it does not 
obtrude but becomes a natural source of our strength, initiative, and gen- 
eral enthusiasm and joy in living. The full result of balanced expression of 
these two chakras goes much further than personal confidence alone how- 
ever. It means being able to relate to the world outside in the fullest, most 
real way. There will be no need to erect protective barriers against contact 
with other people, nor to feel superior to them or suffer from feelings of 
inferiority. So many people pass their lives in a mildly schizoid state, 
having lost the ability to feel deep emotions, whether of happiness or sor- 
row, and even being out of touch with the more intense sensations of their 
own bodies. Proper development of the co and 2 Chakras brings back the 
intensity and immediacy to life which we all knew as children but have 
mostly lost in adulthood. We become intensely aware that there is a real 
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world outside, of people and things, and we relate to it with full accep- 
tance and responsiveness. At the same time we are unafraid to sound our 
own genuine individual notes, to the full extent that we rightfully should. 


Chakra, and there is obviously some sort of paradox involved in 

saying these two are awakened together. Nevertheless, to attain the 
final reward it is necessary to go to the root of the matter, which is what 
the Root Chakra is. 

Firstly, I want to deal with the actual way the chakras are awakened. I 
have discussed something about their meanings and the effects on our 
lives when they become fully functional, but how do we awaken them and 
balance them? The short answer is, by being aware of their true functions 
and expecting them to develop. How do you acquire finger dexterity at the 
piano? By knowing the right way to practice, and practicing. You then 
expect your fingers to respond, and because the correct connection be- 
tween them and your brain has been established, they do. 

What of direct concentration on specific centers? There is a very per- 
sistent tradition that this is dangerous. Why? First, let me say that for one 
very good reason it is not likely to be dangerous to the average person 
who just tries it as a gimmick. The average Westerner cannot purposely 
direct his mind to any one subject, place or thing for more than a few sec- 
onds at a time. To awaken a center by concentration on it requires the 
ability to focus on it unwaveringly for long periods. There are, however, 
some people who can do it, and almost anyone can learn to do it, so it is 
as well to give the caution. I have already mentioned some of the undesir- 
able effects—negativity and suggestibility, and even the possibility of ob- 
session—which may follow undue concentration on the Brow Chakra, 
which is the easiest one to become centered in because it is natural for us 
to imagine we are our heads. Not much trouble is likely to develop from 
concentration on the Neck, Heart or Solar Plexus Chakras, though there 
are a few physical effects which may occasionally show up. 

Thus concentration on the neck area may cause an excitation of the 
thyroid gland, and if the person finds himself becoming quick, very excit- 
able, unable to relax, inclined to talk more often, and not wanting to sleep, 
this may be what is happening. Obviously it is a hint to lay off and find 
some more indirect way of developing that particular chakra. 

Persistent concentration on the Heart Chakra alone tends to make one 
put others first all the time. However it is easy to delude oneself about 
this. One can imagine one is putting others first, and put on a show of this 
to others or say one is doing it, while actually finding ways of making the 
‘welfare of others’ work out all the time to one’s own advantage. “Bread cast 


[so LAST TWO chakras are the Root Chakra and the Crown 
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upon the waters returns in many days,” we say, but we like to sce it coming 
back at once. 

Concentration on the Solar Plexus has very noticeable effects in increasing 
self confidence. It also facilitates breath control. Occasionally, however, it has 
an unexpected effect. The Solar Plexus is the entrance point of the Ego to the 
body for this incarnation, and it can also be the exit point for the astral body. 
When this is about to occur one will suddenly have an experience of total cata- 
lepsy. It will be difficult or impossible to move a muscle of the whole body. 
This can be a frightening experience. If one relaxes and continues to concen- 
trate, however, one will have an etheric or astral projection experience. Con- 
versely, if one simply relaxes and waits for it to pass, mobility will return. 

Concentration on the Genital Chakra heightens sex feelings and sex aware- 
ness, and also aggressiveness (in women as well as men). 

How do you focus or concentrate on a chakra? The simplest way to start is 
by focusing attention on the feelings you are getting all the time from that area 
of the body. If it is the Solar Plexus, for instance, note what your Solar Plexus 
feels like. Be aware of the alterations of feeling as you breathe in and out. 
Think of it as being you (or at any rate as being as much you as any other part 
of yourself, for it won’t be casy to do this completely at first). Make your 
breathing slow but regular and relaxed. Continue to draw consciousness back to 
your physical feelings at the navel area each time the mind wanders, which it 
will do repeatedly at first. Then suddenly you will realize there has been a 
change. Instead of you pushing your concentration towards the Solar Plexus, it 
is drawing you in. You will realize, however briefly, that you have centered 
there and are there. At first the sensation will be so strange that your very 
wondering at it will break the spell and you will come out again. It may take a 
long time —several meditations perhaps—before you succeed again. If you 
concentrate on failures, and flag in your determination, you may think you must 
have imagined the first experience. But if you really persist in going over the 
drill, from the first physical sensations in the body area concerned onwards, 
eventually you will be able to be centered in any of the chakras (indeed, in any 
part of your body) quite easily. The experience of the chakra then begins to be- 
come yours (communicates itself to you) and you will learn directly from it 
what its inner meaning is. 


HE ROOT Chakra is probably the most risky to concentrate on directly. 
This is where the fire of our being is stored away. In normal living only 
as much as is required for what we normally expect out of life is fed 
into the circuit from this battery or accumulator. We can, however, al- 
ways draw more. The Root Chakra is the ¥ Chakra and it is very like an enor- 
mous deposit we have made or which has been made for us in a very respect- 
able bank. It is sufficient for all our needs but we only have the right to go there 
when there truly is a genuine need. 
As an illustration of what I mean, consider the following: 
One of the effects of concentration on the Genital Chakra is that it sends 
down a call to the Root Chakra for more power. This happens because the 
Genital Chakra also governs the kidney area, where the suprarenal glands are 
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situated. These secrete adrenaline, a chemical substance which gives a signal 
that the whole electrical circuit of the body must go into top gear. Now for a 
brief emergency this is fine because it produces top performance and alertness. 
But it can be very dangerous to people like many business executives who are 
under high pressure all the time and who lose the ability to switch off and relax 
in the evening and between assignments. Eventually they have a heart attack. 

Concentration on the Root Chakra itself does not normally produce an in- 
creased flow of current. It may do no more than give you intimations about the 
meaning of the chakra itself, particularly if this is what you are mentally asking 
for when you concentrate there. But those who concentrate there with the idea 
that they are going to raise the power up the spine and achieve instant illumi- 
nation may get more than they bargained for. The higher centers can only 
function well on the current they themselves have asked for. If they get more 
they may not function more strongly. They may simply burn out, temporarily or 
even permanently. Many people who have tried this gimmick have reported 
sensations of being on fire. Leave the Root Chakra alone in this way. Under- 
stand what it is, and it will give all the current you need. It is your security in 
your Swiss bank account. You have it behind you, i.e. in your bottom at the root 
of the spine. You only draw from it when there is a real necessity, and then you 
have to quote the right number, In the meantime it takes care of your interest, 
which it pays out regularly. 

Something of what the Root Chakra is about is sensed, in a perverted way, 
by men who are ‘kinky’ about women’s bottoms. In this case it is manifesting 
sexually, of course, and so is taking on something of the meaning of the @” 
Chakra, but this is fairly typical of the Root Chakra, for whenever its power 
does begin to rise, particularly when it is stimulated artificially or abnormally, 
its first manifestation almost always does tend to be sexual. This is almost al- 
ways the experience of those who try to ‘awaken Kundalini’ by concentrating 
directly on the Root Chakra. Sex feelings they cannot control are awakened in 
them. However, in addition to this, specific conscious awareness of the sensa- 
tions associated with the excretory functions, both of urine and feces, are asso- 
ciated with this chakra. These sensations are pleasurable, though our culture 
disapproves of our dwelling on them. Those who do dwell on them are classed 
as having an anal fixation, or as being guilty of anal eroticism. It is clear from 
facts like these how easy it is for concentration in this area to ‘go wrong’ and 
develop into a perversion. Yet even so, none of the sensations associated with 
excretion is a perversion per se. It is thinking which makes it so. 

Another sensation directly associated with the Root Chakra is the one a 
woman experiences while giving birth to a baby. The muscles used in pushing 
the baby out are all semi-automatic, rather like those of the anal sphincter and 
the sphincter of the urethra. We do have some control over these muscles, but 
learning to use them is rather like learning to tic one’s tie by looking in the 
mirror. You have to go the opposite way to what the mirror seems to show. You 
have to relax in order to excrete, and similarly to push the baby out a woman 
has to relax. If she is too tense the vaginal muscles will tear. There are special 
classes where women are taught the technique of natural childbirth, and the 
muscular movements and the positions are all associated with the Root Chakra. 
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This learning situation is almost the only one in our culture, in fact, which en- 
courages anyone to concentrate on the sensations and feelings associated with 
this part of the body, and thus to develop some natural contact with the Root 
Chakra. Moreover, of course, the actual birth of a child (as distinct from its 
procreation at the Genital level and its conception and growth at the level of the 
Solar Plexus) is specifically a Root Chakra function. Here the new entity drops 
away and becomes a separate being. The Root Chakra in fact is concerned with 
everything that is pushed out of the body, as in excretion, or a new reproduction 
of the self, as in the birth of a child. 

We now need to consider rather more clearly just why 4 is associated with 
this Chakra. What has 4 to do with childbirth and excretion? Are these not the 
functions governed by the Sign Tl, ruled by B and o? 

The answer is that he has much more to do with it than you might have 
thought. But first of all let us look at the order in which the planets are strung 
out as they are assigned to the Chakras. It is not a random ad hoc order. From 
the Root Chakra up as far as the Brow it runs: 


Brow 
Throat 
Heart 

Solar Plexus 
Genital 
Root 


££ AODiaYy 


No doubt you recognize this as the Chaldean order, based upon the relative 
speed of each planet in its orbit. *, the slowest planet traditionally known to the 
ancients, should be one step further down, below 4, to complete the series. The 
well-known Planetary Hours, so beloved by astrological race-horse forecasters, 
follow each other in precisely this order and indirectly the order of the days of 
the week is also based on it.'? 

But we have only come as far as the ) in the Brow Chakra. What happens 
then? Does the series stop when it has reached the quickest orb? Not a bit of it. 
It starts again with the slowest, i.e., with 4. So » rules the Crown Chakra, just 
above the top of the head. We’ll look at what confirmation there is of this and 
how appropriate it is in just a minute, but just consider for a moment the fact 
that in a normal birth (i.e., in 95% of cases) it is the head of the child which the 
mother first pushes out of the birth passage into the external world. Thus at the 
actual moment of a birth the full Chaldean series in order from the ), the fast- 
est, in the Brow center of the mother, down to », the slowest, in the Crown 
Chakra of the new baby, is complete. 


'3 ‘There are 24 hours in a day so the full series of seven planets is run through three 


times, leaving three over. Thus if one begins with the © ruling the first hour of Sunday, 
after 21 hours (three times seven) one has the © again ruling the 22nd hour. ? then 
rules the 23rd and 9 the 24th, bringing us to the ) ruling the first hour on Monday. And 
so it goes through the week. 
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This, of course, is one of the ways in which the Root and Crown Chakras 
are connected. 

But has * itself got anything to do with birth, not to mention excretion? 

To answer this question fully we must first of all stop confusing Sign ruler- 
ship of body parts and bodily functions with planetary associations with them. 
According to Sign rulerships T, a o” Sign, rules the head, not the ), and the 
throat is ruled by 8, a Sign, not by %. Similarly, the heart is ruled by Q, the 
©’s Sign, the solar plexus area by +, a ? Sign, and the Root Chakra area by Ml, 
B and o&. Thus you can see that all the Chakra attributions I have given so far 
are not derived from the conventional Sign rulerships. To a considerable degree 
they reflect traditional popular knowledge, sometimes actually expressed in the 
names they bear, like the Solar Plexus, or illustrated in a symbol like the styl- 
ized red logo of a woman’s breasts which represents Hearts (love matters) in 
the standard pack of playing cards. Who really doubts that 9 is the true ruler of 
‘affairs of the heart’? 

But this popular knowledge ultimately derives from medieval alchemy and 
the system of medicine which was based on it. 

\ directly rules the liver (the largest single organ in the body) and the pan- 
creas. The liver does all the breaking down of the food we eat and transforms or 
separates it into protein for body building, fat for storage and glycogen or glu- 
cose for immediate energy use. It also secretes the enzymes which pass into the 
stomach and intestines to begin the first stages of the whole process of diges- 
tion. But in addition even such things as clarity of thought and our prevailing 
mood actually depend upon the liver. Who has not known someone who was 
feeling ‘liverish’? 4 really exerts a sort of ‘enabling’ control over all the bodily 
functions and processes through this organ. It does not stop at digestion alone 
but includes the processes which eventually lead to thought and consciousness 
on the one hand as well as those involved with the elimination of waste matter 
on the other. 

The pancreas secretes insulin which governs and regulates the supply and 
proper balance of blood sugar. Sugar is ruled by 2 but the energy it provides for 
use in muscular movements and a host of other bodily functions is ruled by o%. 
Thus \ ultimately lords it over these two as well. 

Indirectly, through the Sign #, \ rules the thighs. This Sign rulership is 
relevant because the external sex organs are located between the thighs and 
normal birth occurs as the baby is pushed out of its mother’s body into this 
area. The Biblical writers were well aware of this. The literal translation of 
Genesis 46:26 and Exodus 1:5 speaks of 70 sons that came out of Jacob’s thigh, 
and similarly Judges 8:30 says “Gideon had seventy sons going out of his 
thigh.” The King James version of the Bible smoothes out these passages so 
that we read of the sons which came out of Jacob’s loins while Gideon “had 
three score and ten sons of his body begotten.” However, the literal translation 
remains in the margin.'* 


4 The Vulgate Bible exactly preserves the sense of the original Hebrew in the Latin. 


cf. Genesis 46:26: ‘Cunctae animae, quae ingressae sunt cum Jacob in Aegyptum, et 
egressae sunt de femore illius...’. 
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The connection of 4 with the whole process of begetting children and the 
birth of them is therefore clear enough. The same general area of the body is 
also involved in excretion and here again we get a suggestive hint from a Bibli- 
cal passage. Judges 3:21-22, describing the assassination of King Eglon of 
Moab by Ehud reads: 


And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the dagger from his right 
thigh, and thrust it into his belly. 

And the haft also went in after the blade, and the fat closed upon the 
blade, so that he could not draw the dagger out of his belly; and the 
dirt came out. 


What Ehud had done was to draw the dagger from his own thigh and thrust it 
into the 4 area of Eglon’s body, i.e. the belly, which enclosed the liver and de- 
scending colon. So the dirt came out. 4 rules the descending colon through 
which the feces pass on their way to excretion. So he is the overall ruler of 
normal excretion, too. 


E MUST now begin to consider the Root center’s complementary 
chakra, the Crown Chakra. The Crown too is concerned with 
something we push forth from ourselves. To become aware in the 
Crown Chakra is to become conscious above the top of one’s head, 
for this center is situated a couple of inches above the fontanel, though it also 
has a connection with the pineal gland in the center of the head.!> It is through 
the fontanel that we emerge as our whole being flowers and pushes forth be- 
yond the rigid confines of the body and our identification with the material. 
Paradoxically, you cannot achieve this flowering unless you first comes to 
terms with the body. The type of ‘spiritual’ people who are ashamed of bodily 
functions and feel it is almost sinful to mention the word ‘lavatory’ in the pres- 
ence of a swami or guru are not likely to achieve real illumination, even though 
they may accomplish some very strange ‘trips’ and alterations of consciousness. 
The real crowning experience is to become aware of, and to be at home in, a 
greater whole which includes our material, ‘this life’, experience. It isn’t 
something which negates or rejects our human life, but something which tran- 
scends it by giving meaning to it, or by revealing its true essential meaningful- 
ness. It is not easy to put the experience of the Root and Crown Chakras into 
words, but by and large it may be said that any time one has a sense of peculiar 


Exodus 1:5: ‘Omnes animae eorum qui egressi sunt de femore Jacob.’ 

Judges 8:30: ‘habuitque septuaginta filios, qui egressi sunt de femore eius.’ 

The word ‘femore’ which I have underlined in each passage is the root of our word 
femor, i.e. the thigh bone. 

'S The word fontanelle, ‘little fountain’, by the way, is another of those words which 
reveal a traditional awareness of profound esoteric truths. Whoever gave the top of the 
head this name knew precisely what he was talking about since to reach the Crown 
Chakra we must emerge through this little fountain. The knowledge is there in the 
words we use, but we miss it because we use them automatically, without reflecting on 
them. 
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meaningfulness in life, particularly if it is accompanied by a heightened sense 
of color and an inward feeling of joy and thankfulness and goodwill towards all 
beings and things, one has begun to know something of the Crown Chakra ex- 
perience. Eventually it grants one a perception of all people and all things as 
creatures formed out of light itself, glowing with their own inner radiance. 

And what should one do to begin to bring it about—indeed to commence 
the process of awakening the chakras in general? To begin to understand what 
the chakras are is the beginning of the process. You must know that they are 
there and that there is a power which can be aroused which can transform your 
whole nature. This article should have alerted you to the fact that it is a power 
which operates by awakening you to what is your birthright, not by an addition 
of something strange from outside. What we really are ourselves, and what we 
can really do, is strange enough to most of us, and the revelation that we are 
not separate from other people but closely involved with them in a world in 
which we all share an interlinking experience, and that we are capable of con- 
tacting others and relating to them far more closely than we ever realized, is 
itself a transforming experience. To give up the illusion of the completely sepa- 
rate self sets us free from shyness, inhibitions, and a hundred and one other 
obstacles to our own natural self-expression and the development of latent gifts 
and abilities. 

The Kundalini experience described by Hans Ulrich Rieker in his autobio- 
graphical book Beggar Among the Dead'® deserves careful reading and even 
more careful subsequent consideration. Rieker went out to India as an intellec- 
tual Buddhist who disapproved of Hinduism and Yoga but nevertheless sin- 
cerely wanted to find an alternative to the commercial rat race and insanity of 
the West. He hoped to find what he wanted in a Buddhist monastery, where he 
could give up money and really live a life of renunciation and meditation. How- 
ever, he was astonished to discover that the Buddhist life, at least as it is gen- 
erally lived today in the East, was only another intellectual escape from life. 
Then one day he found himself in a Hindu temple and became attracted by an 
old man with a serene face. He sat down and listened to him, and the man be- 
gan speaking directly to him. He looked around for someone to interpret, for he 
didn’t understand a word, but someone told him, “You need not understand the 
words.” Then the old man raised his hand and gently touched him on the chest, 
forehead and the crown of his head. Even before this he had begun to hear a 
humming sound, and this now became a deep rumble. A throbbing like an 
electric current went through his body. From the crown of his head it coursed 
down to his hips and before his eyes a glowing wheel began to turn. Then a 
shudder rose up his spine like a serpent wriggling up a tree. The higher it rose 
the brighter the wheel became, purple at first, then yellow and finally radiant 
white, brighter than the Sun. When he felt the serpent touch the crown of his 
head he was suffused with nameless bliss engulfing everything and shining 
through every pore of his body. 

Now this experience is instructive in many, many ways. To begin with a 
small point, the first color he noticed was purple, which is the color of 4, the 


16 Published by Rider, 1960. Page 44. 
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planet associated with the Root Chakra. It is in 4’s center that the Serpent 
power lies in store, a boundless reservoir of power coiled up in serpentine form, 
ready to be called upon. It is an electrical power, or one that is analogous to 
electricity, and it is instructive that man has instinctively learnt to store and 
manipulate electric currents in the external objective world by means of coils. 
In this he is projecting the pattern of his own being outwards. As the serpent 
rose the color became yellow, the color of sunlight, as it passed the Solar Plexus 
and Heart Chakras, but finally it became an intense white, brighter than the 
Sun. 

And strangely enough white, the absence of color or the combination of all 
colors, is the true color of 4, which is the planet attributed to the Crown 
Chakra. 

What nonsense is this? Isn’t the true color of » black? '” 

Yes, black too, like white, represents the absence of color, but black goes 
further than just that. It is the absence of light, or the absorption of all light. 
represents a limit, or a ‘switched-off area, while we are in physical incarna- 
tion. We feel we are limited material beings, confined to a physical life which 
we expect to end with death. Intellectually we may speak of a life after death, 
and say we believe in divine powers latent in man, but in practice we go on 
living as though the only securities worth having were insurance policies and 
money in the bank. However, other races and other traditions have sensed 
things differently. In China, for instance, the color which all the relatives and 
mourners must wear at a funeral is white, not black. And in the Hebrew meta- 
physical system, known as the Qabala, the Crown of the Tree of Life, symboliz- 
ing the supreme undivided source of being, is known as the White Head, the 
Ancient Old One. 

Though * is generally understood astrologically as the most materialistic of 
all the planets—and not without reason since he is, after all, the Greater ma- 
lefic—nevertheless he has also been intuited as a spiritual principle and an in- 
timation of the presence of the Divine. Thus the Israelite people called the sev- 
enth day of the week, the day when God rested after He had completed His 
work of Creation and seen that it was very good, the Sabbath Day. Sabbath 
means Saturn (in Hebrew the name of the planet » is Shabbathai). And even 
though most Christians now regard Sunday as the Holy day and day of rest 
nevertheless we too still call the original Sabbath Day, the one the Jews con- 
tinue to observe, Saturday, which means Saturn’s day. 

An extraordinary confirmation of »’s presence in and rulership over this 
chakra is to be found in stanzas 31-34 of the Fitzgerald translation of Omar 
Khayam, even though Omar himself was very much a man of earth who did not 
profit spiritually from the experience. He says: 


Up from Earth’s Centre through the Seventh Gate 
I rose, and on the throne of Saturn sate 
And many Knots unravel’d by the Road 
But not the Knot of Human Death and fate. 


7 He is usually also said to govern the dark shades of all colors. 
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There was a door to which I found no key 
There was a veil past which I could not see 
Some little Talk awhile of thee and me 
There seemed—and then no more of thee and me. 


Then to the rolling Heav’n it self I cried 
Asking “What Lamp has Destiny to Guide 
Her little children stumbling in the Dark?” 

And “A blind understanding!” Heav’n replied. 


Then to this earthen Bowl I did adjourn 
My lip the secret Well of Life to learn 
And lip to lip it murmur’d “while you live 
Drink!—for once dead you never shall return.” 


There can hardly be a more wonderful exposition of » saying NO than that. We 
cannot ascend through the Seventh Gate on our own terms. It must occur as a 
deep realization following upon genuine study and work with the other pairs of 
chakras, intellectually comprehended by means of ?, But then, when we really 
find ourselves carried and drawn up to the Crown Chakra, we discover that 4 
is not black at all but the most radiant light. He is understanding and love 
combined, for he doesn’t take us away from this physical life but suddenly 
shows us what it is all about, and he shows us what we are capable of, whereas 
previously, while in the dark, we thought our limitations were the only true 
teality. This is the inner meaning of the alchemical transmutation of lead, »’s 
base metal, into the Philosopher’s Gold. 

The old man who initiated Rieker touched him on the breast and forehead, 
the two centers most beloved by gurus and swamis, before he finally placed his 
finger on the crown of his head. Do not think that this was a revelation of the 
true secret way to open up the chakras, and that all you have to do is to find a 
guru to touch you like that with his magic finger and hey presto.... Rieker had 
never studied Yoga but he had been studying the Buddhist scriptures for years. 
He had arrived at a stage in his life when he knew that he had to make a direct 
contact with reality, for neither Western nor Eastern intellectuality nor the per- 
sonal ambitions and petty loves of comfort and security which went with both 
of them meant anything to him anymore. All that was required therefore was a 
link, the pressing of a switch, to bring about his first direct revelation. And this 
is what happened. He didn’t need to understand the old man’s words. The look 
in his eyes was enough. The serenity in them radiated a fascination that spoke 
directly, overcoming all the evasions and complicated make-believes with 
which we normally surround ourselves and by means of which we insulate our- 
selves from direct contact with life and other people. For a moment the circuit 
was complete and free. And then he ‘saw the light’. This is the phrase we all 
use as a metaphor, but it is a subconscious memory of a real experience. The 
old man’s touch was a real contact between two human beings, not just the 
rubbing together of two pieces of external insulation. So Rieker had his first 
experience of direct knowing and bliss. 
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The final question that should legitimately be asked is how do we actually 
live from day to day with these two chakras? We know that we feel love from 
the bottom of our hearts and we have a gut feeling when we are right about 
something or someone. We are roused with anger or desire in the Sex Chakra 
and have flashes of intuition in the stillness of our reflecting minds. Conversely 
we are full of chatter and become, or think we become, Mercurially brilliant 
when we have verbal thoughts which we feel like communicating. But who 
wants to think he has a piece of Saturnian lead hanging two inches above his 
head, and who says ‘By Jove’ whenever he sits down on his gluteus maximus? 

The Root and Crown Chakras are admittedly a little more esoteric than the 
others—and yet actually not really so very much more so. Just as with the oth- 
ers, we live with them every day as an integral part of ourselves. So we do need 
to understand what they mean to us and what they are doing for us. 

Two clues are given to us, firstly by the alternative names borne by both 4 
and *, and secondly by their symbols. 

\ is Jove, the God of Thunder. Zeus is the Greek form of his name and tradi- 
tionally he is the ruler over all the other gods. He has a lot to do with our innate 
sense of the way things should go and the way things should be. However, » 
was his father and 4’s Greek name is Chronos, the God of Time. 

His symbol is a scythe or sickle because he is also the God who 

warns of death or the end, which occurs after a set period of time 

or cycle. The sickle symbol is actually derived from the crescent ), 

reflecting the fact that observation of the phases of the ) was the 

earliest method devised by man for measuring shorter periods of 

time than the Solar agricultural year, particularly by seafaring peoples like the 
Phoenicians. 

His symbol, which we may imagine above the crowns of our heads, is ac- 
tually a cross symbolizing matter with a crescent ) hanging by the side of it. 

And strangely enough the symbol of Jupiter, at the root of our 
spine, is actually the same symbol turned upside down.'* 

Together, therefore, they tell us that our sojourn in matter, all that 
goes on in us between the Root and the crown in fact, is only for a set 
period. Our days here are truly numbered. But that, of course, is be- 
cause material life is not all the life there is. 

Expressed succinctly, the Root Chakra is our opportunity to make the most 
of life and the Crown Chakra is our responsibility to make it something worth 
while. [Notice the implied reference to time once again.] We sit upon an almost 
infinite range of possibilities that are within our power to actualize. Potentially 
almost anything can be made of life. What we must now understand is that 
precisely how much or how little we actually do make of it depends entirely 
upon how strongly we believe in ourselves. We must believe in our right to be 
ourselves and to actualize our potentialitics, through the medium of the Solar 
Plexus Chakra, because the extent to which we do this determines the extent of 
the demand we make on the gifts which are legitimately ours. An unselfish 


'8 The symbols for Mars, o’, and Venus, 2, are similarly one and the same symbol 


transposed. 
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idealism which is at the same time a balanced and realistic belief in our own 
God-given powers results in just the right enormous demands being made at 
just the right times, and then the outcome is superlative achievement. Unrealis- 
tic over-confidence issuing from an inflated sense of Ego leads to unbalanced 
and ill-timed demands which result in eventual failure, embarrassment and 
shame. No real belief at all means that no demands are made on oneself at all 
and eventually there is nothing whatever to show for life at the end of it. Worst 
of all is negative belief manifesting as contempt and defilement of the self and 
the selves of others. All the other chakras are then perverted with o” and 9 be- 
coming lust and betrayal, 9 lying, and the ) merely cynical, cunning insight 
into the sensitive areas of other people’s feelings. It is the way of the crook and 
of those who unashamedly exploit and defraud others. At its lowest it becomes 
Black Magic and Satanism. However, the truth is that it is really always a de- 
frauding and selling short of one’s own self. The temptation or impulse to- 
wards it is actually there within all of us, and all of us experience it to some 
extent. Those who have themselves been abused are particularly prone or vul- 
nerable to it. 

If we only had the Root Chakra and the five which follow upwards from it 
but not the Crown Chakra this would be the whole picture. Obviously some- 
thing would be missing. Where would be the control? But we do have the 
Crown. Where there is evil is the Crown prosecutor who brings it to judg- 
ment and sees that it is punished. Not for nothing are 4 and » the two planets 
who are most involved with law on the one hand and administration and the 
enforcement of justice on the other. But the Old King is more than just the 
layer down and enforcer of laws. The Crown is our potential ability to grasp the 
meaning of everything and to see everything in its true light. It is our moral 
sense and our spiritual sense, and also something more besides. The world seen 
through the medium of a truly awakened Crown Chakra is a world transformed. 
It does not need to be explained or justified in terms of anything else like mate- 
rial utility or economic advantage or even aesthetic beauty. Existence itself— 
including material existence—is Holy. It is, and that is its sufficient justifica- 
tion for being. As God said to Moses when the latter asked Him what he should 
say to the children of Israel when they asked him who had sent him to them, 

IAM THAT IAM. And He said, Thus shalt thou say 
unto the children of Israel, ] AM hath sent me unto you. 
Exodus 3:14. King James translation. 
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Who ? 


Angela Arnold is a psychological astrologer who has studied the subject 
for the past twenty years. She lives in Montrose, Scotland, where until re- 
cently she ran a small-holding. She is now working on a sequel to her re- 
cent book, A Psychological Zodiac, as well as writing articles and poetry. 


Marc Bériault’s background seems to have prepared him for everything, 
which is probably why he has been a successful practicing astrologer since 
1967. Raised partly in Indo-China, he was a student activist at the Uni- 
versity of Montreal, a helicopter pilot in the Canadian Armed Forces, a 
flying instructor, (briefly) a regular teacher, and a student of classical lan- 
guages. He has taught courses on astrology, meditation, and tarot, edited 
the Canadian journal Azimut, and founded the astrological publishing 
house Bxx. His book on Lilith, Lorsque la Lune noire se léve, was jointly 
published in by Bxx and editions Shanti in 1995 (see page 30 for details). 


Karen Christino is a consulting astrologer, writer and lecturer who lives 
in Brooklyn, New York. She is the author of Star Secrets (Pocket Books, 
1992), American Astrology magazine’s “Choose Your Career” column, 
and numerous magazine features. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations 


Axel Harvey’s astrological practice began in 1967, to be precise on Sep- 
tember 9th in Montreal’s Swiss Hut—the beery and smoky meeting ground 
of American war resisters, McGill University students, psychedelic gurus, 
Quebec Liberation Front conspirators, and their groupies—where for five 
dollars he endeavored to help his first paying client take stock of his new 
life as a draft-dodger in a foreign country. He later helped supervise com- 
putations for some of John Addey’s harmonic analysis work at the Uni- 
versity of Montreal, co-founded Considerations with Ken Gillman, and be- 
came president of the Association canadienne des astrologues franco- 
phones. At other times he has been a journalist, translator, and teacher in 
a community college for Canadian natives. 


Prier Wintle is a consulting astrologer with many years experience, whose 
writings frequently appear in the leading astrological journals. Prier has 
worked in England, New Zealand and South Africa. He now lives in Cape 
Town. 
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Comet Hale-Bopp 
Seven-Day Ephemeris 
March 16—August 31, 1997 


[ Sindy Long Declination RA 
March 16 | 17 T 20 44. N 45 354.49 
March 23 | 25 T 52 45 N 42 4.45 
March 30 8B 51 45.N Il 22.11 
April 6 19 @ 15 42 N 16 37.35 
April 13 27 & 29 37 N 59 49.52 
April 20 41 08 33. N 13 59,21 
April 27 9 T 30 28 N 33 66.43 
May 4 14 TT 08 24N 11 72.36 
May 11 18 TT 12 20 N Il 77,28 
May 18 21 0 54 16 N 32 81.38 
May 25 25 I 19 I3.N 11 85.18 
June 1 28 TT 33 10 N 05 88.36 
June 8 1g 40 7N 10 91.38 
June 15 48 40 4N 24 94.28 
June 22 7 & 37 IN 43 97.07 
June 29 10 & 31 0S 53 99.38 
July 6 13 @& 22 3 8 27 102.01 
July 13 16 & 13 6 S 00 104.18 
July 20 19 & 02 8 S 33 106.28 
July 27 216 51 11 S 07 108.33 
August 3 | 24 & 40 13S 43 110.31 
August 10 | 27 & 29 16 S$ 22 112.24 
August 17 0Q17 19 § 03 114.09 
August 24 3. Q 05 21 S 47 115.48 
August 31 5 Q 53 24 S 35 L719 


Positions of Comet Hale-Bopp at 00:00 Universal Time on each of the stated 
Sundays. Declination and right ascension values are from JPL and refer to the 
mean equator and equonix of J2000. The tropical zodiacal longitudes are 
corrected for the stated dates. 

An ephemeris covering other periods is available at http://www.colba.neU~solarscope 
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